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Witnesses 


By Maud Frazer Jackson 


«ED LIND Chance is God,” to me the Devil said, 
“ This life is all and unto darkness goes, 
As from the dark it came.”” Then, Spirit-led, 
I prayed for light, and God gave me a rose, 
Whose petals were engraven with His name, 
And witnessed to His Word, with tongues of flame, 


Day after day God sent to me His sign, 

His children for dear friends he gave to me. 
In eyes that looked so tenderly in mine, 

The gleams of love eternal I could see. 
God is, God loves, I knew ; but could my heart, 
So far, so sinful, in that love have part? 


I saw a cross where One was lifted high, 
The sun was darkened and the earth was moved ; 
I heard a voice that said, “ For you I die.” 
I knew Redemption’s story, ‘“‘ God so loved. ” 
Now, at the cross for me the Light has shone ; 
The blood of Jesus signs God’s love my own. 
* 











What It Means to Be Justified 

It is impossible, humanly speaking, to justify a 
guilty person. He may be forgiven and pardoned, or 
he may be left to pay the price of his wrongdoing, 
but no man can restore such a one to the state in 
which he was before he broke the law. Yet this is 
just what God does for guilty sinners who come to 
him for forgiveness. God does more than forgive sin. 
He cannot wink at sin, and he cannot forgive it apart 
from justification. God’s basis of justification is the 
atoning work of Christ on Calvary (Rom. 3:24). 
There Christ paid the price of our sin, and because 
the price is paid, no charge can be made against any 
sinner who has, by faith, accepted Christ’s finished 
work. “There is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ” (Rom. 8:1). As a speaker 
at the Student Conference this year at America’s 
Keswick put it, “Justified is really just-as-if-I’d. God 
looks at me, if I have accepted his Son, just as if I’d 
never sinned.” 

I” 


Peter’s Boast Fulfilled 


Sometimes our self-confident boasts are strangely 
fulfilled. Simon Peter had this experience. Before he 
knew Christ as he was later to know him, and before 
he knew himself, he said to the Lord in proud and 
assured self-confidence: “Why cannot I follow thee 
now? I will lay down my life for thy sake” (John 13: 
37). The Lord had just told Peter that he could not 
follow him then but that he would do so afterwards, 
To Peter’s boast the Lord replied with the sad predic- 





tion of this disciple’s threefold denial: After the three 
denials had been made, with blasphemy, and Peter’s 


. heart had been broken because of his sin, there came to 


him the special message from the risen Lord calling 
upon Peter to meet him in Galilee.There it was that 
the Lord had his immortal and final conversation with 
this now broken disciple; three times Christ asked 
Peter whether he loved him; three times he told him 
to feed his lambs and his sheep; and finally he pre- 
dicted the manner of Peter’s death. Peter was to die 
by crucifixion after having proved indeed his faithful- 
ness to his Lord. “And when he [Christ] had spoken 
this, he saith. unto him, Follow me” (John 21: 19). 
Peter’s boast was indeed to be fulfilled, not by any 
boasting Peter, but by a humble, surrendered, crucified 
servant who, according to God’s abundant mercy, had 
been begotten again unto a living hope “by the resurrec- 
tion of Jesus Christ from the dead” (1 Peter 1:3). 


a 
How Much Strength? 


How much strength may we count upon for our 
daily needs? Today puts greater demands upon us 
than we have ever known before. The turmoil of the 
world, the uncertainty of financial income, the increas- 
ing dangers to life and limb in ordinary traffic of every 
sort, the disasters of storm and flood and heat and 
earthquake in the natural world, the strange new dis- 
eases and the increase of old diseases,— surely we are 
sore pressed to live through these days and do what we 
must do. But there is wonderful cheer, encouragement, 
assurance for every child of God. “I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4: 13), 
said Paul by inspiration in the first century; the Holy 
Spirit who gave Paul those God-breathed words author- 
izes every child of God to say the same today,—for 
his Christ is “the same yesterday, and to day and for 
ever.” Dr. A. T. Robertson translates this verse: 
“I have strength for all things in him who keeps on 
pouring power into me.” The power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is not overtaxed in these strange and strenuous 
days. It is as infinitely beyond every demand that can 


be made upon it as omnipotence is beyond finite strength. 
It is from the inexhaustible supply of his own omnip- 
otence that our Lord Jesus, Christ keeps on pouring 
power into us. We need a great deal of strength for 
these days—but we never can need as much strength as 
he keeps giving us. Whatever our need is, his supply 
is “much more.” 
= 


Getting at the Root 


God’s way of victory is not the mastering of 
one sin after another until all are conquered. It is 
possible to be. so concerned over sins that we do not 
get the victory over sin. So often we are tempted 
to think we shall be victorious “if only I can get 
rid of that temper,” or “if I can get control of that 
sharp tongue,” or “if only I can stop worrying.” But 
improvement little by little is the method used in the 
“Old Adam Improvement Society” in which so many 
Christians hold shares. If you had a bush in your 
garden that bore poisonous berries, would you be ¢on- 
tent to fertilize it and care for it, and then care- 
fully pick off the berries as they appeared? No, 
indeed! You would dig it out. Or, if the root could 
not be dug out, you would cut off the bush and starve 
the root so that it could not bear: fruit. God’s Word 
tells us that there is nothing in this poisonous, old 
self-life of ours that can please. him. He does not 
offer to improve it. He says that he has dealt with 
it by putting it to death. “Our old man ts crucified 
with him [Christ], that the body of sin might be de- 
stroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin” 
(Rom. 6:6). When he dealt with our old carnal 
nature on the cross, he also dealt with the fruit of 
it. Therefore he calls on us, not to stop worrying, or 
to cease from nagging or back-biting, and the like, 
but to “reckon” ourselves dead to sin, not merely to 
sins” (Rom. 6:11). God’s way of victory is a way 
of faith, not reformation, counting by faith upon: what 


God has done with our old nature, and then by»fafth— 


appropriating what is already ours in newness of life 
in Christ Jesus. 


Purity and Power 


MAN named Simon had been wont to pose as 

“some great one.” He saw attending the min- 

istry of the apostles a power that awed and 
fascinated him. If only he could duplicate the mighty 
wonders wrought by them, ke might pursue his old 
career more successfully than ever! And he attempted 
to purchase with money the gift of God! He did 
not know that the explanation of the great works 
he had witnessed was, not that the apostles possessed 
the power of the Spirit, but that they were possessed 
of the Spirit of power, and that there could be no 
power of the Spirit without a yielding to the Spirit 
himself. A commentator upon Acts 8: 17-24 has writ- 
ten the thought-provoking words. “To desire the 
power of the Spirit, as Simon Magus did, is as sinful 
as desiring the Spirit of power is commendable and 
commanded.” Much less did Simon realize that there 
could be no yielding to the Spirit of power without 
finding him to be the Spirit of holiness who must 
purify before he can energize. Of. the holiness of 
that Spirit that wrought’in the apostles Simon was 
utterly ignorant. That he would need the purifying 
ministry of the Spirit before there could be any em- 
powerment by the Spirit for him was an entirely for- 
eign conception, since he knew nothing of the rela- 
tionship between Spirit-wrought purity and Spirit- 
given power. 

In our desire that the power of the Spirit should 
attend our ministry, though Simon’s wrong motives 
be not ours, we may yet fail to realize as we should 
that the Spirit of power is also and first the Spirit 
of holiness. It is most essential that all who covet 
the power of the Spirit should know the relationship 
between purity and power in God’s kingdom. Con- 
cerning that relationship three things may be said. 


1. Purity must precede power. That is the sequence 
at the-outset. It is obvious on the very face of things. 
It needs but a moment’s reflection to perceive what 
confusion would follow were it possible for a charlatan 
to wield the power of an apostle. Of course, purity 
must precede power within the realm of God’s king- 
dom. Failure at this very point in the realm of 
human affairs constitutes one of the gravest features 
of present-day civilization. Modern science is putting 
more and more power into the hands of men without 
pausing to inquire to what extent men may safely 
be entrusted with such power. Thinkers everywhere 
are telling us that unless we can gear our morality 
up to our power we are doomed. That is why men 
who see the peril are making such herculean efforts 
to prevent another world war. But in the kingdom of 
God no such mistake is made as bestowing power 
where it may not safely be entrusted. We may be 
thankful that the power of the- Holy Spirit is exer- 
cised only through holy men. The pure in~ heart 
alone can expect to be signally endued with. power 
by the All-Pure. 


I cried and said, “O God, my words are cold! ... 


Oh, that they were as flames! 

God answered me: 
“Thou shalt have words 
But at this price, that thou must first be burnt, 
Burnt by red embers from a secret fire... , 
Not otherwise, and by no lighter touch, 
Are fire-words wrought.” 


Apart from the Spirit-purged heart there can be no 
Spirit-eriergized service. Purity must precede power. 

2. But if spiritual power is not to suffer atrophy, 
purity must survive power, must survive its ever- 
besetting perils. And they are many. Enduement 
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with power from on high brings its own peculiar 
temptations. “Nothing is ever done beautiftlly which 
is done in rivalship, nor nobly which is done in pride,” 
wrote Ruskin. The ‘beauty of holiness and the nobil- 
ity of sacrifice disappear when such motives insinuate 
their way into, the bosom of the Christian worker. 
And regard for our own honor, concern for our own 
advancement, jealousy for our own name, — these 
things may so subtly insinuate themselves as to be 
undetected by ourselves, and, like Samson, we wist 
not that the Lord has departed from us until, essay- 
ing our tasks, we find the Spirit’s power has been 
withdrawn. 

It is hard to maintain unsullied the pure motives 
with which we first launch out into the service of 
our Lord. The wear and tear of life, the strain of 
circumstance, perhaps the grind of poverty, these and 
other things cémbine to press self-interest to the 
fore. Moreover, much contact with the machinery 
of religious organization, association with its com- 
merce and its politics, alas! these are a great trial to 
the soul, a constant danger to purity of heart. Hence 
it is no easy thing for those who,enter upon the path- 
way of discipleship even with the highest and purest 
motives to maintain them unspotted to the end. 

Nothing but some constant pressure that compe's 
us to walk humbly and closely with God all our days 
can keep us from the dangers that go with spiritual 
power and ministry. Even a Paul must endure a 
thorn in the flesh lest he be exalted through the abun- 
dance of the revelations vouchsafed to him. He knew 
what it was to be despised for his appearance, to be 
belittled for lack of a more commanding presence. 
In him the power of the Spirit went alongside in- 
firmities and handicaps which were permitted to keep 
him dependent and pure. 

It is still the same. The demonstration of the Spirit 
and of power is often with weakness and fear and 
much trembling. The treasure of a divinely ener- 
gized life is in an earthen vessel. If the life of the 
risen Christ is to be manifested in us, the dying also 
of Jesus must be borne about. To counteract and 
overcome the temptations that go with it, the power 
of the Spirit is usually accompanied with some clearly 
apparent weakness. 

The recognition of this fact would help us to dis- 
cern the true and the false in spiritual power. Much 
that passes for spiritual power is only personal mag- 
netism. It is psychic, proceeding from the human 
soul, rather than spiritual, proceeding from the divine 
Spirit. And where this prevails in the pulpit, the 
faith of the pew stands only in the wisdom of men,. 
not in the power of God. That the excellency of 
the power may be seen to be of God, the Holy Spirit 
frequently takes the things that-dre despised, and the 
things that are not, to put’to nought the things that 
are. Our Father gemierally allows very little of the 
wonderful and a’great deal of the ordinary in those 
who are reafly filled with the Spirit. Thus it # that 

gWGtimes genuine spiritual power gets scant atten- 
tion, and the spurious gets great acclamation. For 
right discernment we need to recognize that God 
usually allows weakness and power to go hand in 
hand in his servants for the conserving of their purity 
of heart. Perceiving this the apostle exclaimed, 
“When I am weak, then am I strong.” Yes, for then 
purity survives power, and power suffers no decline. 


3. And now, for our encouragement, let it be said 
that eventually, purity must become power. Sooner 
or later it will manifest itself as power. If we seek 
purity, we shall find potency. We say that the true 
eloquence is the eloquence of earnestness, and thereby 
we identify purity of heart with power to reach the 
heart. Purity is unconscious power. There radiated 
from the face of Moses descending from the mount 
in which he had communed with God face to face 
an unearthly glory that others perceived, but of which 
he was blessedly unconscious. The pure in heart 
shall see God, and as a result there shall emanate 
from them a power of which others shall be aware, 
but of which they themselves will be unconscious. It 
may take time for purity to manifest itself as power, 
but given time it must make itself felt, for the power 
of purity is cumulative. Saints and seers who were 
contradicted in their own day continue to speak to 
succeeding generations long after the voices that op- 
posed them have .ceased to be heard. The merely 
brilliant. preacher may so shine for a while as to make 
the light of the merely faithful pastor fade and pale, 
but it is they who through patient, faithful, unremit- 
ting, albeit plodding and prosaic toiling turn many to 
righteousness, who eventually shall shine as the s‘ars 
forever and ever. The power of purity does not de- 
pend upon great gifts and splendid training, desir- 
able though these may be. There must be the pure 
and consecrated heart. With that, though there be 
little else, a work for eternity shall be done and purity 
shall then be seen to be power. 

What, then, shall we say to these things? If purity 
must precede and survive power, and if purity cannot 
help but become power, then purity must be our aim. 
It will not be by merely bettering our methods that 
we shall attain to power for God. While man is 
crying for better methods, God is searching for bet- 
ter men. When we become the men of God we ought 
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to be, we shall achieve the work for God we ought 
to do. “Problems of the Pastor,” was the theme of 
a recent pastors’ conference at which one participat- 
ing pastor at least felt that he himself was his own 
chief problem. It takes more than a conference with 
one’s brethren to solve that problem. It takes many 
a conference with one’s Lord. 

There is no other way of finding and of keeping 
that purity which conditions power, and that power 
which grows out of purity, than continual recourse to 
the Lord Jesus. Some people of high idealism are 
shocked by too intimate a view of the workings of 
ecclesiastical machinery into a complete withdrawal 
from Christian work and church affiliation. Others 
of an introspective nature are shocked by what much 
looking into their own heart reveals into a similar 
aloofness from kingdom enterprise. It is true that 
both from without and from within the purity need- 
ful for effective service for Christ is continually men- 
aced; but to withdraw from his service on such 
grounds is neither courageous iiur necessary. There 
is frequent need for retirement; but not into aloof- 
ness from the cause of Christ, but rather into a quiet 
place with him for heart searching, for cleansing, for 
renewal. It may be hard for purity to survive the 
toil of active ministry, but it is not imnossible. There 
is a way of removing any defilement we may contract. 

“He that is bathed needeth mot save to wash his 
feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean; but 
not all.” So spoke the Lord to the puzzled Peter on 
the occasion of the washing of the disciples’ feet. 
With the exception of the traitor they were all clean 
through the bathing of regeneration. Thereby they 
had been first and fully made clean; but how might 
they thereafter be kept clean? Our Lord’s action in 
washing their feet was an acted parable that answered 
that query. Like them, we who are regenerate have 
been made clean, but we have to walk through a de- 
filing world, so. that provision must needs be made 
for our feet-to be cleansed that we may be kept clean. 
That ministry of spiritual footwashing our Lord has 





What Does the Prevalent Depression 
Mean to You? 


When business..sags, or just about disap- 
pears, when the shadow of unemployment 
reaches out across -your path, do you find that 
faith falters, and courage wavers? 





Or are you discovering new energies, new 
Spiritual power, a glad strengthening of faith 
as personal problems multiply, and your utter 
dependence upon God becomes more obvious 
than ever ? 


In response to a request made in these col- 
umns some weeks ago, members of the Times 
family have been writing to the Editor about 
their recent experiences in these days of ex- 
ceptional stress. 


Would you like to know how others are get- 
ting on justnow? Someof the letters from men 
and women who have peen passing through 
the fires of severe testing, and are praising 
God for the privilege and for his answers to 
prayer, are to be published in the next issue 
of the Times. 


Be assured that there isn’t any depression 
about ¢hese letters! Yes, hard times, to be 
sure. But-God has not lifted his loving hand 
from these lives,— or from yours ! 


You will want to read this gre::p of personal 
experiences of difficulty and deliverance, com- 
ing straight from the heart of folks like your- 
selves. 


You will wish to get the letters into the 
hands of friends to whom the present con- 
ditions have brought anything but peace and 
quiet trust, and who are really doubting God’s 
care. Why not let the next issue be the be- 
ginning of a ten weeks Get Acquainted sub- 
scription for a number of your friends, at 
twenty-five cents each? These letters alone 
are beyond any money value. They can 
bring untold blessing to-many a troubled soul. 


They breathe the same spirit that one finds 
in these lines from Archbishop Trench's son- 
net on prayer: 


‘*We kneel, how weak! We rise, how full of 


power ! 
Why, therefore, 
wrong, 
Or others — that we are not always strong — 
That we are ever overborne with care — 
That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
Anxious or troubled— when with us is prayer, 
And joy and strength, and courage are with 

ee?" 


should we do ourselves this 
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taken upon himself for us, but we must seek him for 
it. “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” By putting ourselves daily under 
the searchlight of his Word, and owning to him those 
things in us thereby revealed as sinful, we shall se- 
cure the needed cleansing. Thus, guarding the heart 
with all diligence, shall we maintain that purity neces- 
sary to experience the energizing power of the Spirit 
in our service for the King. 

















Does God Promise Material Blessings ? 


I am enclosing copy of an editorial on which I 
would like to have your comment, particularly on 
the latter part of the first paragraph. No Christian 
will have difficulty in placing spiritual blessings first. 
But there is in my mind a disposition to dispute the 
idea that God grants temporal blessings in this dis- 
pensation of grace. Should we strike out the words 
“give us this day our daily bread” ?—A Pennsyl- 
vania reader. 


The editorial, from a denominational weekly, in- 
cludes the following: 


When the problems of daily life confront us, 
when material troubles are besetting us and we feel 
the cares of life, it is hard not to turn away from 
the promises of the Bible. The language of our 
heart is: “We ask bread of thee and thou hast given 
us — not a stone, but something intangible and wholly 
inadequate to satisfy our needs.” Only the strongest 
faith does not yield to the temptation of longing for 
the times of the old dispensatio, in which temporal 
blessings as well as spiritual, rewarded those who 
trusted in 

This temptation can be met only by honestly be- 
lieving that spiritual blessings are the true realities 
of life. Temporal blessings are only the types and 
shadows. God has conferred high honor upon us in 
accounting us sufficiently advanced in his sight to be 
capable of the higher education of the new dispensa- 
tion. ,~«~~- rerress . 


In the Epistle to the Philippians Paul. writes by 
inspiration, to the Christians of this age of grace in 
which we now live, the following promise: “My 
God shall supply all your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). It is plain 
that “all your need” includes material and temporal 
needs as well as spiritual. Therefore we may con- 
fidently look to God today to provide us, in one way 
or another, with whatever food, and clothing, and 
money, and housing, and physical health, and other 
temporal and material blessings we really need. We 
do not always need all that we want; but our needs 
will be abundantly supplied by the heavenly Father, 
if we make it possible by really trusting him in the 
full surrender of our life to his safe keeping. 

It is true that in the old dispensation of law, under 
which Israel lived in Old Testament times, there were 
temporal and material blessings assured by God that 
are not promised to the Christian in this age of grace. 
While Israel remained in the Land covenanted to 
Abraham and his descendants, and while she remained 
faithful to God, she could count on temporal pros- 
perity, physical and material blessings, deliverance 
from bodily disease, and similar covenanted evidences 
of God’s beneficence and protection. In this age of 
grace, which began after Israel had rejected Christ 
as her Messiah and had forfeited the temporal bless- 
ings that she might have had, Christians are not 
promised the same sort of blessings, and it is to this 
distinction between the dispensation of law and the 
dispensation of grace that the quoted editorial refers. 
But we must never overlook the fact that God pledges 
himself to meet every human need in the lives of 
his children, both temporal and spiritual, day by day, 
throughout this age until the Lord returns to establish 
his kingdom on earth. We must not relegate to an 
earlier dispensation our Lord’s word, “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all 
these things [temporal blessings] shall be added unto 
you” (Matt. 6:33). -While sound Bible commentators 
differ as to the application of the Sermon on the 
Mount to this age of grace, the petition in the Lord’s 
Prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread,” is cer- 
tainly a Scriptural one for the Christian, and the 
assurance of temporal provision is found in different 
passages throughout the New Testament Epistles, 
which are specifically addressed to the Church of 
today. 

ve 


There are three requisites to the proper enjoyment. 
of earthly blessings: a thankful reflection on the good- 
ness of the Giver, a deep sense of our own unworthi- 
ness, and recollection of the uncertainty of long pos- 
sessing them. The first. would make us grateful, the 
second humble, and the third moderate—Hannah More, 
in the Keswick Calendar. 
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The New Movement for Sound Teacher Training 


Welcome news of the Evangelical Teacher 


By Clarence H. Benson, "°°*°Mcous sine isaiicn. cou" 














no argument should be needed for the necessity 

of teacher training: Of all people in the world 
who need to study, the teacher heads the list. The 
fact is, one cannot be a teacher unless he is.a learner. 
When a teacher ceases to be a-learner he ceases to 
be a teacher. If he does not study himself, he will 
neyer inspire others to study. If pupils are to drink 
from running brooks and not from stagnant pools, it 
is incumbent upon the teacher constantly to tap new 
reservoirs of teaching material and teaching metuods. 

Great progress has been made in teacher training 
in the last decade. The Southern Baptist denomi- 
nation has taken the lead. For the last several years 
it has been issuing more than 100,000 awards annually, 
and in 1930 it sent out its millionth award. This 
is one of the explanations why this denomination not 
only has so many efficient schools, but in the decade 
between 1916 and 1926 added more scholars to its 
Sunday-school enrollment than any other denomina- 
tion. The northern denominations, under the leader- 
ship of the International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion, have likewise made marked progress in teacher 
training. In 1923 and 1924 the Council issued 4,483 
awards, but the numbers have steadily grown, until 
in 1930 they reached 51,920, in addition to 121,358 
credits awarded by the co-operating denominations 
themselves. ‘ 

The demand by the churches’ of Chicago for the 
trained teachers of the Moody Bible Institute is always 
greater than the supply. Between six and eight hun- 
dred are engaged each Sunday in serving the various 
churches, and many more would be employed if they 
could be secured. 

Some years ago the International Sunday School 
Association abolished the old standards for its First 
Standard and Advanced Standard Courses, and de- 
creed that after a given date there should be “only 
one standafd course of no less than 120 units.” <A 
unit was defined as “a recitation period of not less 
than forty-five minutes, based upon a lesson assign- 
ment by an approved author, lesson assignment to 
require a minimum of one hour for lesson preparation. 
The new course was arranged to cover a period of 
three years, forty weeks of study in each year. 

Unfortunately, Bible content material was practi- 
cally eliminated from the course as outlined, but a 
study of curriculum values in the Bible was given 
special consideration. 


[: THIS day of advanced Sunday-school methods 


Year I Units Year II Units Year III Units 
» SR Pees 10 Teaching Values Specialization in 
Teacher ...... 10 : ee 10 the Methods of 


o ; 
Training of the 
Devotional 


Teaching Values 
of the Life of 
Ot a ee 10 Le et 8 10 
Organization Teaching Values 
and Adminis- o ee Pe ees 
tration of the Program of the 
Gk eas -....10 Christian Re- 
ligion 


In connection with this Standard Training Course 
of 120 hours, the International Sunday School Asso- 
ciation provided an Advanced Course of 300 hours, 
which was later reduced to 192 hours. The Ad- 
vanced Training Course was never popular, owing to 
the difficulty of putting on its program outside of 
well established schools. For that reason, in 1926, 
there was another revision of the Standard Train- 
ing Course by the International Council of Religious 
Education, which in 1922 had become. the successor 
of the International Sunday School Association. This 
changed the name of the Advanced Training Course 
to Leadership Course, and offered practically all the 
subjects of the Advanced Course as electives without 
increasing the original number of hours. 

The 120 units of the present Standard Leadership 
Course of the International Council, recommended by 
the educational boards of more than forty denomina- 
tions, are arranged as follows: 


a Particular 
Department ..40 


Required Subjects Units 
CUMIN UMEES 5 cee se Faso 0's Ha Who OES o Seo wheeeree oes 10 
MINE oo cor pias hts oe aie oie wo Ob alee este Ke ee 10 
Oe a CRG: RIOR i i058 0 ha cat ect cee 10 
OR Ry 8 Re ae a 10 
AORN  AIUT NO, ow oot 'g onc vob ise ese bee. 10 
Teaching Work of the Church ................ 10 
RUMEN PETITE LUV MIE og 50 oo psd Soba bre bin 96 30 


While ‘thirty units of departmental specialization 
are required, each student has the privilege of select- 
ing one of nine departments for special study: Cradle 
Roll, Beginners, Primary, Junior, Intermediate, Senior, 
Young People, Adult, and Administration. One addi- 
tional study in department specialization may be 
elected from a limited number of subjects in keeping 


For the past decade and longer there has been 
an insistent and increasing demand, from the vast 
body of Sunday-school workers who believe in 
the integrity of the Bible and recognize the unique, 
inspired authority of the Word of God, for courses 
of study in teacher training that should do four 
things: offer the Sunday-school teacher the finest 
type of educational equipment for his vital work; 
keep this instruction free from all Liberal and 
Modernistic infl ©, providing it from the stand- 
point of those who hold unreservedly to the 
evangelical Christian faith; offer an approved 
bibliography for collateral study and reference, 
of books committed to the authority of the Scrip- 
tures and the evangelical faith; and, as an en- 
couragement to teachers to equip themselves 
through the faithful study of these courses, pro- 
vide official recognition by diploma or certificate 
for teachers who complete their study in these 
courses. 


Until now it has been impossible for Sunday- 
school teachers to have such courses, and to earn 
deserved recognition through their faithful study, 
from any interdenominational and national or 
international organization. It is welcome news 
that steps have now been taken to meet this vital 
need. The Evangelical Teacher Training Asso- 
ciation has been formed, representing Bible Insti- 
tutes, theological seminaries, and Christian’ col- 
leges ; and courses of teacher training of the high- 
est standards, with sound conservative textbooks, 
will now be available. Dr. Benson, whose work 
is well known in the field of Christian education, 
tells on this page why the new Association is 
needed and how it has come into being. As 
Secretary of the Evangelical Teacher Training 
Association Dr. Benson will be glad to answer 
inquiries addressed to him at the Moody Bible 
Institute, 153 Institute Place, Chicago. 











with that study, but the student is permitted to com- 
plete his course with two general electives from a 
field of no less than thirty-two subjects. 


Serious Defects of the Standard Leadership Course 

The International Council of Religious Education 
is to be commended for the high standards it has 
adopted in teacher training and the repeated efforts 
it has put forth for the improvement and furtherance 
of its Standard Leadership Course, thus offering a 
broader field of selection and a better field of special- 
ization. At the same time the course is open to some 
very serious criticisms. 

No Adequate Study of the Bible—The failure to 
require more than One-sixth of this course for Bible 
study has justified’ the criticism that “the present 
trend in teacher training is to prepare students to 
teach anything, without giving them anything to teach.” 

The first recognized law of pedagogy is that “the 
teacher should know that which she would teach.” 

Unlike the students in the normal school, who are 
not admitted to classes in teacher training until they 
have obtained a complete knowledge of the subjects 
in our grade and high schools, the prospective Sun- 
day-school teacher is ushered into the training class 
without any adequate knowledge of the Bible. There 
never was a time in the history of thé nation when 
there was less Bible taught in the home and in the 
school than today, and it has been proved again and 
again by public school questionnaires that the aver- 
age Sunday-school pupil is woefully ignorant even of 
a general knowledge of the Bible. What information 
he does possess is often of a confused and conglomer- 
ate nature, proving his lack of clear, concise, and 
complete knowledge of the subject. The large num- 
ber of Bible Institutes that have sprung up all over 
the country is another testimony that adequate Bible 
instruction is not being provided elsewhere. 

For this reason it is unthinkable to assume that a 
teacher can become a master of his subject in twenty 
lessons, and it is illogical and unpedagogical to give 
so much attention to teaching methods to the neglect 
of teaching material. The contention that by the 
elective plan now offered it is possible for the student 
to secure twenty additional hours in Bible does not 
relieve the situation. When Bible can be elected 
among such studies as Dramatization, Pageantry, and 
Social and Recreational Leadership, does it not indi- 
cate to the student that all these are deemed of equal 
importance? 

Neglect of Personal Evangelism —Teachers: should 
be trained in evangelism, for it must not be forgciten 


that the Sunday-school is the training ‘service of the 
church to win souls to Jesus Christ as Saviour and 
Lord and to train them for soul-winning themselves. 
Teachers, like preachers, must be “fishers of men.” 

The Standard Leadership Course of the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education does not in- 
clude the study of Personal Evangelism among its 
requirements for a teacher’s diploma. The fact that 
this subject is ignored altogether would seem to indi- 
cate that the International Council does not consider 
training in soul-winring of importance. 


Neglect of Mission Study.—Next to evangelistic 
fervor the teacher should be endued with missionary 
zeal. The command, “Go—teach,” knows no limits 
but the ends of the earth. In order that the pupil 
may be filled with enthusiasm for missions, it is of 
the greatest importance that the teacher possess the 
facts that fire missionary fervor. Hence no training 
course can be considered complete that does not give 
an adequate place to this subject. The fact that this 
study is offered only as an elective in the Standard 
Leadership Course would suggest that it is considered 
of secondary importance. 


Untrustworthy Character of Approved Textbooks, 
—Undoubtedly, from the large number of textbooks 
that are found upon its approved list, the Interna- 
tional Council of Religious Education has endeavored 
to provide a wide selection. But it has entirely ig- 
nored the splendid textbooks of such leading and suc- 
cessful denominations as the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention; and for many subjects it limits its approved 
texts to authors who do not believe in or teach the 
inspired authority of the Scriptures. These .Liberal 
and Modernist books cannot be accepted or used by 
the great evangelical constituency that the Interna- 
tional Council ought to serve. If the Standard Lead- 
ership Course is intended for evangelical churches, it 
is necessary that this constituency should have the op- 
portunity of studying from sound, true textbooks. 


The Evangelical Teacher Training Association 


In 1930 a movement was started among the Bible 
Institutes of the United States and Canada for the 
promotion of a course in teacher training that would 
conserve the high standards of the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education without the objectionable 
features of its Standard Leadership Course. Repre- 
sentatives of the leading Bible Institutes met in “hi 
cago and organized the International Bible Institute 
Council of Christian Education, Later the member- 
ship of the Council was extended to friendly colleges 
and seminaries, and the name was changed to the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association. At a 
meeting in Philadelphia in May, 1931, representatives 
drew up articles of organization, the preamble of 
which is as follows: 


We, representatives of Bible Institutes, colleges, 
and seminaries in the United States and Canada, 
in order to foster a closer co-operation. among 
evangelical Christian: institutions; to certify to the 
public: our deep interest and concern for Chris- 
tian education; to provide and promote a com- 
mon course in teacher training which will give 
adequate attention to instruction in Bible, Per- 
sonal Evangelism, and Missions’; to recognize and 
encourage the use of textbooks of approved ortho- 
doxy; do hereby associate ourselves under the 
following articles of organization. 


The third article of organization specified a uni- 
form course of teacher training to be known as 


STANDARD TRAINING CoursE.—The Standard Train- 
ing Course is available only to students regularly 
enrolled in one of the co-operating institutions of the 
Association. It covers a period of 432 hours, the hour 
unit being defined as a recitation period of fifty-five 
minutes and a preparation period of an hour and a 





half. The studies of the course are distributed as 
follows: 

Hours 
RE ieee iG ety tt: 8 Sar i aed 144 
PUMP GOMURE (TEVOSOUIOE. oe 5.6 6 is 6 oie dine e460 00 08s 36 
ES a oe ea 36 
Department Specialization ..................-. 36 
NE pS cl FSic <kbee 5 cote od 12 
I PTI ca, seus o's e Nos a HR awa 12 
a a ne er ere 12 
ee, en ree ae 12 
Pedagogy ..:.... ROS ee ic See ee ees 12 
Sunday School Administration .......... 12 
EES oo, coy egrets ahs Sone. ok tkahws 108 
432 


The teacher’s. diploma, which is issued to all com- 
pleting this course, contains the names of all the co- 
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operating institutions, and is signea py the officers of 
the Association. 

It will be noted that this course is not only three 
times the length of the Standard Leadership Course 
ot the International Council of Religious Education, 
and provides adequate instruction in Bible, Personal 
Evangelism, arid Missions, but in addition has been 
arranged so that it can be completed in one year in 
the day school, or two years in the evening school, in 
many of the co-operating institutions. 


ELEMENTARY TRAINING CoursE—While it is pos- 
sible for the institutions to provide a decidedly supe- 
rior course in-a-briefer period, this advantage is pos- 
sible only to those who are able to attend them. For 
the benefit of community classes and_ individual 
churches the Evangelical Teacher Training Associa- 
tion has prepared an Elementary Training Course 
of seventy-two hours, the hour unit being defined as 
forty-five minute recitation and one hour preparation, 
The studies of the course are distributed as follows: 


Hours 

Old Testament Law and History ............ 12 
Old Testament Poetry and Prophecy ........... 12 
TE DPE oc 65.5. Ve acto STE CHESS TS CO O:00 12 
COU BUG og PUN as Pee ce deee dew ereeteeoes 12 
iy.) 3 ere een eee eer ee as Bere 12 
Sunday School Administration ..............06- 12 
72 


Graduates of the Standard Training Course are 
approved as instructors in the Elementary Training 
Course. All students completing these studies are 
awarded a teacher’s certificate, as well as given credit 
for this portion of the work should they desire to 
complete their studies for a teacher’s diploma. 

The Elementary Training Course has some distinct 
advantages, which may be enumerated as follows: 


1. Twofold plan of teaching—Members of the fac- 
-ulty of the various institutions conduct one-week 
-schools in summer conference grounds, at which two 
-of the six required subjects are provided in twenty- 
four lessons. This is called the intensive plan, and 
requires only two teachers, one for teaching material 
and the other teaching methods, The subjects being 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


taught in cycle, it is possible for the student to secure 
a certificate in three years. 

Under the extensive plan semi-weekly or weekly 
sessions in local churches make it possible for the 
seventy-two hours tobe covered in one or two years. 


2. Certificates for ALL teachers in two years.—Ex- 
perience has shown that the Sunday-school hour is 
the best period for a teacher training class. However, 
it is impossible for the present teaching staff to avail 
themselves of the benefits of the class at this hour, 
and special arrangement has been made in this course 
to meet this problem. By offering an additional class 
some week-day evening, the present teachers will be 
able to secure one-half of their work, while those 
attending both Sunday and week-day classes can com- 
plete their course at the end of the first year. The 
number of hours of teaching material and teaching 
methods being equal, subjects can be interchanged 
the second year, thus permitting all present teachers 
to secure their certificates within two years. 


3. A teaching staff for the Daily Vacation Bible 
School.—When the thirty-six week class is in session 
from October to June, prospective teachers will gradu- 
ate in time to constitute or complete the teaching staff 
of the Daily Vacation Bible School, which generally 
holds its sessions in July. . 


4. A reserve staff of assistant teachers.——Prospective 
teachers will be available for classes in the Sunday- 
school the September following their graduation, but 
it is better if they can be reserved for one year of 
observation and practice teaching in the department 
in which they wish to specialize. Each department 
will thus have a reserve staff of assistant teachers 
at the same time that they are receiving their instruc- 
tion in departmental work. 

5. Training for Sunday-school officers —Young peo- 
ple who do not feel called to the teaching ministry, 
after they have pursued the subjects of the Elementary 
Course, may elect special training in an officers’ school 
of departmental instruction: This class will provide 
for efficiency in Sunday-schooi administration and 
church supervision as well as in teaching. 

CHICAGO. 








A Flemish Thief Converted 


Why a desperate robber came 
to a Bible class 


By Edith F. Norton 














Before the World War, two priests of the Russian Greek Church were talking. 


The cae warned the other 


against the evangelical Christians, but the second retorted that he feared nothing. His people were such drunkards 





and ruffians that the ‘‘ evangelicals ’’ could never make members of their churches of them. 
I 4 d the first, “‘ that is the very material out of which they make their most devoted adherents.” 


** But, dear col- 


And the Gospel of Christ is proving itself able to reach even ruffians and drunkards in Belgium today, as this 


story from one of the directors of the Belgian Gospel Mission shows. 


to Charles G. Trumbull, Tre 





power of the Word of God as one delves into 

Belgium’s martyr history. There can be but one 
explanation of the heroism of those victims of the 
ruthless Netherlands inquisition, their strength of con- 
viction born from their reading of the Scriptures. In- 
deed, the great revival of the Reformation, had its 
inception in the circulation of Scriptures in Europe, 
which was made possible through the invention of print- 
ing from movable type. We ourselves look back to the 
beginnings of this movement in Belgium and realize that 
it was the efficacy of the Word otf God distributed to 
the thousands of Belgian combatants, that brought to 
pass all we are seeing to-day. 

The year 1930 will long be a memorable one in the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, when close to 2,000,000 Scrip- 
tures and tracts were distributed throughout the length 
and breadth of the land. At the forty-four posts of the 
Mission, old and young alike united in this service, be- 
‘coming volunteer colporteurs. Thus a Gospel was 
placed in every house in the city or town where the 
post was located, as well as in neighboring villages, 
adjacent to the home base. . 

Already signs of revival are evident as a résult of 
this circulation of Scriptures. In Brussels, in Novem- 
ber, during a five days evangelistic campaign, crowds 
of a thousand and more gathered nightly to hear the 
Gospel message. Each night many decided for Christ, 
not less than eighty-six being the result of that short 
campaign. The last night, in the large rented hall, when 
the after meeting was announced and an opportunity 
given to leave, scarcely a person in the great assembly 
stirred, and almost before the words of invitation had 
left the lips of the speaker, men and women began to 
press forward to the front until some thirty had 
gathered there, the greater part in tears. 

From Flanders also, from several centers, comes in- 
spiring news of souls seeking Christ. As these newly 
converted ones are later taken into church membership, 
their testimonies are interesting and moving in the 
extreme,—and sometimes humorous. One such, at 
Courtrai, on a recent Sunday recounted what all in the 


T rover is deep reason to believe in the saving 


Contributions for the work should be sent 


r, 325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


neighborhood already knew, that he had been the worst 
drunkard in all that district. But that Sunday he im- 
parted some hitherto unrevealed information. He told 
that, during his drunken bouts, he regularly and system- 
atically smashed up the household furnishings. The 
only object he spared was a large statue of the Virgin. 
This, he always respected, “For,” said he, “I was a 
great believer in the Virgin, and a devout attendant 
upon the services of the Roman Catholic church, If I 
was not to be found in the cafés, I could usually be 
found in church.” But when he Was genuinely con- 
verted and the chains of the drink-habit were broken, 
then he began to be troubled about the very statue that 
before had been his object of adoration. At last, after 
much prayer, he smashed to bits his idol. ‘“So,” he re- 
marked, “the®one object I spared when drunk, I de- 
stroyed when I became a sober child of God.” 

At Oost-Roosebeke, one bright Sunday of early win- 
ter, several of us from other posts had gathered to 
assist at an ordination of elders. Perhaps you who 
read, would have deemed the setting strange. The 
meeting place itself in its stark simplicity; the group of 
peasant folk therein assembled; the absence of all the 
religious and ceremonial externals which ecclesiasticism 


has judged necessary for the creating of a religious at-— 


mosphere; all these were conspicuous by their absence. 
However, comfortable and aesthetic details in the little 
hali were not altogether lacking. There were the beauti- 
ful, deep curtains of real_ Flemish lace that adorned the 
windows,—lace made by these peasant women them- 
selves, in spare moments gleaned from their busy, bur- 
dened lives, and offered lovingly for the adornment of 
their simple place of worship. And there were the gray 
flannel cushions, fashioned by the same hands and nailed 
to the benches to make them less cold and uncomfort- 
able. For us who foregathered there, a breath of 
Heaven swept across the assembly as one listened to 
the songs and the messages. One of the newly ordained 
elcers, with deep emotion gave his testimony. The 
other because of an impediment in his speech remained 
silent. From our place on the platform we could look 
into his face, working with emotion, and see his eyes 
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continually filling with tears. Yet this man in former 
days was the terror of the whole countryside, and Mr. 
Meersman used to be fearful when he saw the man 
enter the hall. But let Mr. Meersman, the leader of 
the post of Oost-Roosebeke, tell the story himself: 

“Some four years ago, on a Wednesday night, we had 
started our weekly Bible study, when a man dirty and 
badly dressed entered the hall. He sat down in the 
midst of the brethren. When I looked closely at him, 
although I am not easily frightened, I was more or less 
then. His face was repulsive; his forehead was fur- 
rowed with deep wrinkles; he smelled of tobacco, and 
it could be seen that he used it for other than smoking 
purposes. I have never-seen such a repulsive face, truly 
a picture of the misery produced by sin! I thought to 
myself: ‘Whatever does this man want here in this 
Bible study. He will understand nothing of it.” I 
prayed for help, and the Lord gave me wisdom to alter 
the Bible study in such a way that he could understand 
a little here and there. No sooner was the study 
finished, than he went, so that I could not exchange one 
word with him. I asked the other people if anyone 
knew this stranger. No one could give me any infor- 
mation, except a woman who said that he must be the 
brother of Gustave Windels, who had already been to 
the meetings once or twice. 

“The following Sunday the stranger appeared again, 
and then it came out that he was really the brother of 
Gustave Windels. I had a short conversation with him, 
which was very difficult because he was a:-terrible stam- 
‘merer. He gave me his address and a few days later I 
went to visit him in Meulebr” It was easy to find his 
little house because it stoc one. This isolation was 
exactly what he needed fur ais ‘trade’ because he be- 
longed, at that moment, to a band of robbers. I opened 
the door and called out. A woman’s voice replied in- 
viting me in, I entered the kitchen. : 

“IT cannot describe what met my eyes there. Never 
have I looked upon such a dirty place. The air was 
thick with a most vile odor. A very young woman, 
dirtily clad, whose face showed the traces of sin no less 
than that of her husband, received me with complaints 
of all kinds. She had heard, as I learned later, that the 
Protestants were very generous! She had all kinds-of 
needs,—illness, no work, her husband earned very little, 
many debts, and the children, who were fighting in-the 
mud on the floor, had nothing to put on their backs. I 
did not have much of a chance to talk to this woman, 
because she had so much to say herself. I invited her 
to come to the meeting, and promised that I would go 
back and see her later. From that moment, the hus- 
band became a regular attendant at all our meetings, and 
three or four months later husband and wife came to- 
gether every Sunday. In the mieantime, they had found 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour. 

“And now, what was the reason for the visit of that 
man to that first Wednesday Bible Class? More than 
a year passed before I learned his object. As I have 
said before, this man was a robber, but he was more 
than that, he was the terror of his part of the world. 
Every one who knew him feared to meet him; they all 
ran away from him. In his home, family life was abso- 
lutely unknown.~ The powers of hell triumphed un- 
hindered. Husband and wife fought each other, and 
both dealt very badly with the children, curses and 
shouts alternated. Then why did he come to our meet- 
ings? Somebody. had told him that, in the Pauwhoek 
(the name given to the part of the village in which our 
hall is found), there was a Protestant. temple. where, 
every Wednesday night, a course was given in bad 
things. This man had come in order that he might learn 
to become worse than he already was! 

“When his brother Gustave heard that he had been 
to our meetings, he went.to see him. and asked him to 
come back on Sunday. But Charel replied that he was 
not going to because he had been deceived. He had 
gone there to learn to become worse, but what he had 
.heard there was meant to make men good. His bro- 
ther Gustave said: ‘Why, would you not like to become 
good?’ ‘I want to be,’ said.Charel, ‘but not yet.’ 

“To the great surprise of his brother, Charel was 
present at the meeting the next Sunday, and when 
questioned about his presence there, he told them he 
didn’t want to come because he had planned to commit 
one more robbery. But said he, ‘I could not help my- 
self, I had to come.’ 

“Since then, this man, Charel Windels, has not 
harmed anyone. .He has visited many people to tell 
them that from henceforth they need not be afraid of 
him, and that from now on he wants to lead another life 
to the glory of God. He has remained true to his 
promise,—not one bad word has. crossed his lips since. 
He has left the drink. For years he has been one of 
our most faithful members, and his wife has become a 
dear Christian woman, fulfilling her duties as a mother. 
The children do their best. They are always at our 
children’s meetings, and on their faces can be seen the 
heavenly joy. These dear people live now in the blessed 
hope of the near return of our Lord, and their house 
has become a ‘little chapel’ as is the saying here. - They 
are strong witnesses of their Lord and Saviour where- 
ever they find opportunity, and the husband,—the former 
robber,—has become an elder of our church at Oost- 
Roosebeke.” 
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Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. © mames or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


My déar Mother Ruth: I find so much pleasure in your 
letters in The Sunday School Times. They give me so 
much comfort. I have wondered if you could give me 
help in my troubles? : 

I was about fourteen years of age when I joined the 
church. I thought I was a Christian, because I belonged 
to the church. I didn’t live right and I could not see my 
sins. I heard. the preacher say to pray for wisdom and 
understanding, and God would give it to us, and I did 
and I know God gave me wisdom and understanding. 
When I read the Bible I could not see sin in the Bible, 
but now I can. I decided I would read the Bible through, 
and then I saw I had sinned against God. 

I know that I sincerely repented, and I confessed my 
sins to God and asked him to forgive me; this was in the 
year 1927. I felt I needed to be baptized again. A preacher 
told me he guessed I had a spiritual blessing. I have no 
desire to do any wrong now; if I do, something tells me 
I am wrong. I ask God to forgive me. I can see my sins 
now. I believe I am born again of the Spirit and my 
whole desire is to do God’s will. 

I am wearied and troubled part of my time; something 
tries to make me believe my sins have not been forgiven. 
I have never given over yet, but somethingt tries to make 
me think I have committed the unpardonable sin, but I 
won’t give in to that. I pray to God, and I overcome it. 
Something tells me my sins have been forgiven, and joy 
fills my heart and I feel happy, and feel that I am saved. 
I would be happy if I could feel that way all the 
time. I want to work for Jesus, but it seems something 
is holding me back. Do you think God has possession of 
my soul, or am I unsaved? If I am a sinner, would God 
answer some of my prayers? . What do you think it is 
that troubles me just part of the time?—ANXIOUS 
READER. 


Y DEAR READER: The enemy takes much 
pleasure in getting Christians to doubt. You 
must learn to use the sword of the Spirit on the evil 
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one, when he comes with his lies. I am going to speak 
strongly, to you, that you may get over this once 
and for all. 

The sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of 
God, will settle this for you permanently. Listen 
to it as you read it over: “These things have I writ- 
ten unto you that believe on the name of the Son of 
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and 
that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God” 
(1 John 5:13). Then here is another good one: 
“Now ye are clean through the word which I have 
spoken unto you” (John 15:3). Oh, there are so 
many precious words of God which assure us that 
our sins are gone! They are put behind his back, 
and he remembers them against us no more (Isa. 
38:17; Heb. 8:12). 

Satan will stop tempting you'on this point if you 
face him with the Word of God. You must know 
God’s Word, and thus hide it in your heart, so that 
you will have.it ready to refute Satan every time he 
tries to make you unhappy. That it is only part of 
the time that you are so troubled shows that it is 
Satan’s way of working. You need to run 
under cover to your heavenly Father every time 


,he makes his appearance, and you need to be so 


filled with His thoughts that you can use them with 
your enemy. 

I would suggest that you reali through the Book 
of John, and when you have finished, start all over 
again. Read it until you feel you know it. Memo- 
rize aS many passages as you can, and you will 
then be ready to answer Satan when he comes 
to you trying to make you doubt the efficacy of 
the blood that cleanses and God’s power to forgive 
you of sin. 

.No, we do not believe God answers the prayers of 
the sinnet, except when he cries out for mercy and 
forgiveness. We must believe that He is, before we 
can look for an answer to prayer. His readiness to 
forgive and accept all who come unto him is assured 
us; and when we come with a contrite heart, believing 
him, he surely hears our prayers, and answers ac- 
cording to his perfect judgment and will. And that 
is what we want, isn’t it? Now I hope you will be- 
gin a song of rejoicing, for the evil spirits do not 
enjoy soges about the redeemed, and about the glories 
of our God, so keep on singing and I am sure every 
fear will disappear, and you will be freed from your 
uncertainty and temptation. 








Son at College 
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Letters from a Farm Mother to Her 


8 100% Efficient 














Skylight Fatm. 
Dear Boy 0’ MINE: : 

I am more than a little entertained by the occasional 
fleeting glimpses your letters afford us into the work- 
ings of this your last venture at living with a college 
roommate. What an oddly assorted pair you are! I 
am delighted to learn that the combination works and 
that you really enjoy each other in spite of your widely 
divergent tastes. Two healthy, normal young fellows 
who both love God and their mothers, despising every- 
thing mean and base, must needs find several common 
factors even though one of them eats up calculus and 
can’t carry a tune without spilling it and the other 
sings divinely, devours philosophy, and gets repeated 
encores in the same math course. I am glad to hear 
that you met Hal’s parents and found them real people 
in whom wealth and culture have raised no barrier 
against cordial friendliness. It is always refreshing to 
meet people who, having accumulated by their own 
efforts a comfertable fortune, have also enough of sim- 
plicity and good taste not to flaunt a snobbish self- 
elation. 

By all means bring Hal home with you for a week- 
end if you think he would enjoy it. I have never, I 
think, failed of the open door policy since you first began 
to widen your circle of acquaintances. To be perfectly 
honest, I came the nearest that I have ever done to a 
feeling of hesitation in his case. What you say of his 
gifts as a critic of original etchings and period furni- 
ture so remind me that both our pictures and our furni- 
ture are decidedly of the question mark variety, stamped 
with the brand of the post-war agricultural slump. They 
might make him restless if, as you say, he doesn’t enjoy 
the big out-of-doors or thrill to a bird song. Poor Hal! 
I am writing this on the river bank with a veritable 
Corot landscape stretching all about me and even as I 
finished that last sentence a cardinal lighted on the 
ground a few yards away. I was just stifling a gasp of 
delight when a bluebird dropped to the branch over- 
head. Then a red-head plumped insolently down on the 


_ grass and addressed a taunting remark to the cardinal. 


Talk about original etchings! 
So you think you have a little something on Hal be- 
cause, while you can enter in some measure into his 


artistic enthusiasms and his ambition to make a success 
financially, he can’t begin to understand how a college 
graduate with sincere regard for cultural values can be 
content with, not to say enthusiastic about, going back 
home to devote his life to a practical, hand-to-hand 
struggle with the soil. I think I should say rather with 
the enemies of the soil, for this fertile loam of ours 
seems genuinely friendly, though the adversaries in the 
shape of insects and diseases have come in like a flood 
the past few years. His lack of comprehension is readi- 
ly understood if, as you say, he is afraid to devote him- 
self to the study of architecture, which he loves, for 
fear it will not prove sufficiently remunerative to pro- 
cure him the luxuries he feels he must have. I am 
enclosing in this letter a sort of illuminated text I clip- 
ped from the frontispiece of a farm journal, it being a 
reputed saying of Abraham Lincoln’s, “Education—cul- 
tivated thoughts—can best be combined with agricul- 
tural labor’—a statement worth pondering. At least it 
may furnish you and Hal the text for a heated debate. 
Mr. Lincoln’s life program was varied enough to fur- 
nish him with some data.—Ah, there’s a gold finch! 
What a day for color! 

That sounded to Dad and me like a very good busi- 
ness offer which you so promptly refused to consjder. 
am glad that you are so very sure that you know what 
you want to do. Good business offers are scarce this 
year, so scarce that my heart aches for the army of 
boys and girls who are coming out of school ready to 
put the training they have acquired, many of them at 
enormous sacrifice, to a practical use in a world that 
seems to be over-supplied with nearly every kind of 
labor. I confess that I pondered your decision much 
more thoroughly than you seem to have done. And not 
only that. I wrote to a certain young lady of my ac- 
quaintance and asked her if she had had the voice in 
such a decision which is her due. Her reply was fully 
adequate and satisfactory and left me with a warm feel- 
ing round my heart, reminding me as it did of a remote 
day when a certain boy asked me if I was sure I could 
be happy “buried” on a farm and I replied that I felt 
confident I could be contented in Timbuctu provided he 
had a good job there. 

It would seem to me now that, having put your hand 
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both literally and figuratively to the plow, what remains 
for you is to keep your eye on the furrow and indulge 
in no backward glances.—Tractor farming has rather 
spoiled that figure, has it not? Dad came in from plow- 
ing up the old alfalfa field with a crick in his neck from 
turning to watch the plow. Modern machinery plays 
havoc with artistic values. One can hardly imagine the 
present day affording inspiration for a Millet.—I think 
I can reasonably expect that you will throw yourself, 
heart and hand, into your chosen work and find the 
compensation you expect. for the hardship it is sure to 
involve in your great love for physical nature in all her 
moods. Still I can hardly believe that even in an agri- 
cultural college have you become fully aware of what 
is happening to American agriculture these days. I am 
sure I should feel utter dismay at the present outlook 
and the greatest uneasiness over the sinister shadow that 
Russia with her five-year ge ghey casts this way were 
I not so sure that the tillimg of the soil to feed a hungry 
world is so vital and legitimate a calling; sanctioned of 
God ever since the day he placed Adam in the Garden 
of Eden and -bade him dress: and keep it. I feel sure 
that it can be made indeed that-“seeking first the king- 
dom” which he engages to follow with all things need- 
ful. If you crave:a problem to challenge your ingenu- 
ity and an opportunity to demonstrate that farmers have 
brains as well-as brawn,' find’ an answer to the question 
why our granaries and corncribs are sagging with food- 
stuffs we dare not throw upon the market while more 
than half the world is starving. 

I think it was during the political-ascendency. of Mr. 
Roosevelt that the word efficiency became so enormously 
popular, along with his expression, “the strenuous life.” 
I used to thrill,-in those days, to both. I wonder if it 
was only because I was young. Strenuous and efficient 
have both come to be associated in my mind with 
something about to blow up. I am reminded of the life 
story of a man who was a close friend of mine in 
college. I used to envy him for the way he could, with 
apparent impunity, defy the laws. of nature and health 
in order to put across his daily program. We liked to 
study our Greek and French together because we were 
both fair at a sprint. I can remember sitting under an 
elm on the college campus while he bossed the perform- 
ance. He’d say, “You look up anaptuxantes while I get 
eugomphous.” And so we galloped through Euripides 
and in fifteen minutes had it, by his standards. I al- 
ways went to my room and polished off the rough 
places, but R— had to hustle off to his job as Western 
Union night operator in order to support his mother 
and sister and put himself through school. We gloried 
in the tale of how he knocked the breath out of some 
expert speed fiend on the line who, thinking him an 
amateur, tried to scare him out with about sixty words 
to the minute and got a reply that it strained the cords 
in the back of his own neck to take. And what a cele- 
bration we had when R— won in the State Oratorical 
Contest with his “Jean Valjean!” He raced through 


- his law course as he had done through Euripides. Just 


as he was well started on his career there came omni- 
ous tidings of a nervous breakdown, but he won over it. 
Occasionally through the years we heard of his brilliant 
triumphs, rumors of his being a “big corporation law- 
yer.” He came finally to be head counsel for one of 
the greatest business concerns in the country. Then the 
crash! He collapsed one day in the office of the great- 
est lawyer in the United States. Next we heard that 
he had blown his brains out in a lonely camp in Ari- 
zona whither they had-taken him to rest during a year’s 
leave of absence on full pay, $75,000 a year. 

Efficiency, the strenuous life! I wonder just how 
God would define those terms. Certain it is that God’s 
Word never endorses laziness. Our Lord said, “I must 
work the works of him that sent me, while it is day,” 
and again, “My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” 
Paul exhorts that Christians be not slothful in business 
as well as being fervent in their service to God. I am 
eager that you should make of yourself the equal of the 
best farmer in the community, just as eager as I should 
have been to have you a great preacher if God had given 
you the gift of prophecy. But I hope that you will “dis- 
tort your nature never for your work.” I am confident 
that efficiency of the highest order in any calling comes 
not from straining to get the utmost out of every nerve 
and muscle and to thrust oneself at whatever cost to the 
first place in the line. Being thwarted in such a pro- 
gram has led many an ambitious person to disaster these 
last strenuous years. I know, and so, I trust, do you, 
that to get the best results out of the life here and to 
hear the “Well done, good and faithful servant” here-' 
after you must have the Lord Jesus Christ as overseer 
and intimate adviser in every enterprise. He never 
drives his employees until they crack. 


He holdeth me up, and I shall not be moved. 
He giveth me strength as my day. 


Whether your Master designs to let you grow rich 
and prosperous I cannot foretell. ‘I do know that if you 
let him direct your steps he’ll show you how you can be 
faithful to your calling and yet find time to make friends 
with the youngsters in the community, perhaps to teach 
a class of boys in Sunday-school. And sometimes, I am 
sure, he'll even let you take a half day off to fish in the 
pa Bayou while C— idles on the bank and counts the 

irds, 


—Your MorHenr. 
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LESSON 9. AUGUST 30. THE MISSION TO CYPRUS 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 12: 25 to 13: 12 


Golden Text.— I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth.— Romans 1: 16 
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KinG James VERSION 


12: 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned 
from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled 
their ministry, and took with them John, 
whose surname was Mark. 


13:1 Now there were in the church 
that was at Antioch certain prophets and 
teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that 
was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, 
and Manezn, which had been brought up 
with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 


2 As they ministered to the Lord, and 
fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto 
I have called them. ; 

3 And when they had fasted and prayed, 
and laid their hands on them, they sent 
them away. 

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy 
Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from 
thence they sailed to Cyprus. 

s And when they ‘were at Salamis, they 
preached the word of God in the syn- 
agogues of the Jews: and they had also 
John to their minister. 

6 And when they had gone through the 
isle unto Paphos, they found a certain 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

12: 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned 
1from Jerusalem, when they had fulfilled 
their ministration, taking with them John 
whose surname was Mark. 

13:1 Now there were at Antioch, in 
the church that was there, prophets and 
teachers, Barnabas, and Symeon that was 
called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and 
Manen the foster-brother of Herod the 
tetrarch, and Saul. 2 And as they min- 
istered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy 
Spirit said, Separate me Barnabas and 
Saul for the work whereunto I have called 
them. 3 Then, when they had fasted and 
prayed and laid their hands on them, they 
sent them away. 

4 So they, being sent forth by the Holy 
Spirit, went down to Seleucia; and from 
thence they sailed to Cyprus. 5 And when 
they were at Salamis, they proclaimed the 
word of God in the synagogues of the 
Jews: and they had also John as their 
attendant. 6 And when they had gone 
through the whole island unto Paphos, 
they found a certain *sorcerer, a false 
prophet, a Jew, whose name was Bar- 


KinG JaMEsS VERSION 


sorcerer, a false prophet, a. Jew, whose 
name was Bar-jesus: 

7 Which was with the deputy of the 
country, Sergius Paulys, a prudent man; 
who called for Barnabas and Saul, and 
desired to hear the word of , 

8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so is his 
name by interpretation) withstood them, 
some to turn away the deputy from the 
aith. 

9 Then Saul, (who also is called Paul,) 
filled with the Holy Ghost, set his eyes 
on him, 

10 And said, O full of all subtilty and 
all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou 
enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not 
cease to pervert the right ways of the 
Lord ? 

11 And now, behold, the hand of. the 
Lord is upon thee, and thou shalt be blind, 
not seeing the sun for a season. And im- 
mediately there fell on him a mist and a 
darkness ; and he went about seeking some 
‘to lead him by the hand. 

12 Then the deputy, when he saw what 
was done, believed, being astonished at the 
doctrine of the Lord. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 
Jesus; 7 who was with the proconsul, 
Sergius Paulus, a man of understanding. 
The same called unto him Barnabas and 
Saul, and sought to hear the word of God. 
8 But Elymas the * sorcerer (for so is his 
name by interpretation) withstood them, 
seeking to turn aside the proconsul from 
the faith. 9 But*Saul, who is also called 
Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, fastened 
his eyes on him, 10 and said, O full of 
all guile and all villany, thou son of the 
devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, 
with thou not cease to pervert the right 
ways of the Lord? 11 And now, behold, 
the hand of the Lord is upon thee, and 
thou shalt be blind, not seeing the sun * for 
a season. And immediately there fell on 
him a mist and a darkness; and he went 
about seeking some to lead him by the 
hand. 12 Then the proconsul, when he 
saw what was. done, believed, being aston- 
ished at the teaching of the Lord. 

1 Many ancient authorities read to 

Jerusalem. *Gr., Magus: as in Matt. 
2:1, 7, 16 *%Or, until. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
| By J. Russell Howden 


The Historical Setting 
HE date of Saul’s visit to Jerusalem and re- 
turn to Antioch is evidently related closely to 
the famine (Acts 11:28). This famine began 
with the failure of the harvest which took place either 
in A. D. 44 or 45. James the brother of John was 
murdered (Acts 12:2) early in the spring. Saul 


probably reached Jerusalem early the following win-, 


ter. We are not told how long Saul and, Barn-tas 
remained in Jerusalem. The narsaiive seems to imply 
that the visit ocer:zicd some considerable time. The 
death of Iierod Agrippa occurred in the spring of 
either 44 or 45. Authorities are not yet able to 
agree on the exact year. Luke’s narrative does not 
necessarily mean that it was after the death of the 
king that Saul and Barnabas left Jerusalem. They 
may have returned to Antioch during the preceding 
winter which again may have been the winter of 44-45 
or 45-46. The journey to Cyprus was begun not later 
than Passover 29th March A. D. 47. Whatever year 
may be the correct one it seems safe to say that the 
first missionary journey began just a year after 
Agrippa’s death. 


The Practical Aim 
To show the fact of God’s guidance in the Chris- 
tian life. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 12: 25.—John, whose surname was Mark. This 
was almost certainly Mark the evangelist. It is a 
probable conjecture that he was the young man who 
followed the Lord on the night of his betrayal and 
fled from arrest (Mark 14:51). In later years he 
became a missionary in Egypt and founded the church 
in Alexandria. 

Chapter 13:1.—Barnabas. His proper name was 
Joseph (Acts 4:36). He was a Levite and his home 
was in Cyprus.- He possessed landed property which 
may have been in Cyprus. The old Mosaic law for- 
bade Levites to possess land (Num. 18: 20, 23; Deut. 
10:9), but this had long. ago failen into abeyance, for 
the circumstances of the national life that they pre- 
supposed had passed away (cf. Jer. 32:7). Barnabas 
means “son of a prophet,” or more simply, “a prophet.” 

Simeon that was called Niger.- Nothing more is 
known of him. His surname may imply that he was 
a native of Africa. 


Lucius of Cyrene. Perhaps the same as in Romans 


16:21. The name is not the same as that of Luke 
himself. 
Manen. This is the same name with Menahem the 


king of Israel (2 Kings 15:14). A certain Essene 
of this name foretold to Herod the Great when he 
was a school boy that one day he should be king of 
the Jews. In consequence when Herod came to the 
throne he honored Manzn in various ways (Josephus 
Antiq. 15:10, 5). It is not improbable that the 
Manzn mentioned here may have been a son of that 


one. 
Herod the tetrarch. This was Herod Antipas who 
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with Archelaus were both sons of Herod the Great 
by Malthace, a Samaritan woman. Both the brothers 
were at this time in exile, Antipas at Lyons, Arche- 
laus at Vienne, a town on the Rhone and twenty miles 
from Lyons. 


Verse 2.—Ministered. This represents the general 
word used among the Jews for the priestly service of 
the Temple. In the church the word connotes the 
ordinary exercises of prayer, the reading of the Scrip- 
tures, and the like. ~ - 

The Hsiy Ghost said. Probably by one of the 
presiicts present. 

I have called them. Seems to imply an inner mes- 
sage to the consciences and wills of the persons im- 
mediately concerned. The voice of inner conviction 
coincided with the outward call received through the 
church as a whole. This conjunction of testimony af- 
fords safe guidance. 


Verse 4—Sent forth by the Holy Ghost. It was 
the sending forth by the church and yet it was the 
sending forth by the Holy Spirit. 

Seleucia. This city stood at the mouth of the 
Orontes valley. It was the great maritime fortress of 
Syria and was built by Seleucus Nikator about 312 
B. C. It was taken by the Roman Emperor Trajan 
A. D. 116. In Paul’s time it was a free city of the 
Empire, a privilege which had been granted to it 
by Pompey. 

Cyprus. This large island lies in the northeast cor- 
ner of the Levant. Its extreme breadth is 60 miles, 
its greatest length 145. Its north coast is. from 46 
to 60 miles distant from the coast of Asia Minor. 
The principal resources of Cyprus in ancient times 
were timber and copper. The latter indeed has re- 





Sent Forth 
By Amos R. Wells 


PR ARH Anas and Saul and Mark, sailing forth 
into the dark, by the Holy Spirit sent, knew 
not whitherward they went. First of missionaries 
they, to the countries faraway. Barnabas and Mark 
and Saul gladly left their worldly all, gladly followed 
at the word of their all - puissant Lord, knowing, 
though their way was dim, they had noontide light 
in him. Saul and Mark and Barnabas knew not 
what would come to pass, what the perils of the - 
deep, perils of the mountain steep, perils of the 
angry foe, they knew not, but Christ would know. 
Sent in that propitious hour, vested with the Spirit’s 
power, dowered with the winsome grace of the 
Saviour’s loving face, with the Father’s boundless 
love, they were heralds from above. Antioch, 
auspicious town, your all-glorious renown God the 
blessed One may give to the city where we live; it 
may honorably come to our church and to our home. 
East or west or south or north, we as well may be 
sent forth, we Christ’s heralds too may be, near or 
far, by land or sea; we may be your comrades all, 
Barnabas and Mark and Saul! 
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ceived its Latin and scientific name cuprum from 
the name of the land. These natural products of 
Cyprus give the island an importance. in commerce 
and civilization out of all proportion to its size. 

The island was invaded by Thotmes III of Egypt 
about 1503 B. C. and was tributary to Egypt for 
some time. The political history of the island is 
bound up closely with that of Egypt in the south and 
Syria in the north. From 295 B. C. it was attached 
to Egypt. During the three centuries before Christ 
Jewish settlers began to migrate thither in large num- 
bers. In 58 B. C. Cyprus was annexed. by Rome. 
After the battle of Actium (31 B. C.) the island be- 
came an imperial province. But after the east settled 
down Cyprus was transferred to the Senate. Acts 
13:7 is strictly accurate in describing Sergius Paulus 
as proconsul, i 

Verse 5.—Salamis. The site.of this ancient Greek 
city is about three miles from the modern Famagusta 
at the eastern end of the island. It was the principal 
port of the island, but its harbor is now filled up with 
sand and overgrown with thorns and thistles. Two 
roads connect Salamis with Paphos. 


Verse 6.—Paphos was the seat of government. It 
is on the west coast of Cyprus. The journey from 
Salamis would take from three to four days accord- 
ing to which road was taken. 

Bar-jesus. Son of Jesus. This was a common 
name among the Jews until our Lord’s time. Once 
it had been applied to him it rapidly fell into disuse. 
By Christians its use for other people was soon 
avoided from a sense of reverence, and by the Jews 
from a sense of horror. 


Verse 7.—Deputy. More exactly “proconsul:” This 
was the proper title of a governor of a senatorial 
province. The proconsul was appointed by lot. He 
carried with him the lictors and fasces as a consul, 
but had no military power, and held office ‘only for 
one year. Probably by this time this last restriction 
had been relaxed and the proconsuls in some. cases 
held office for five years or longer. The imperial 
provinces on the other hand were governed by a 
military officer. This was either a propretor or a 
legate. In either case he was directly responsible: to 
the Emperor himself. The minor districts of the 
imperial provinces were governed by procurators, 
Pontius Pilate held this office in Judza. 


Verse 8.—Elymas. This is an Arabic. word mean- 
ing “wise man.” The kindred Aramaic word means 
“powerful.” 


Verse 9.—Who also is called Paul. Up to this 
point the apostle has always been called by his He- 
brew name Saul. Henceforth he is always called by 
his Roman name Paul. It is clear that Luke notes 
the change of name as important and marking an 
epoch, and it would seem that his non-Jewish name 
is thus introduced at the commencement of his mis- 
sionary labors as the apostle of the Gentiles in order 
to indicate that the narrative is no longer concerned 
with a-comparatively unknown Jew, but the one who 
under the name of Paul was to win a wider and uni-; 
versal fame. Many have connected the adoption of' 
this name with the name of Sergius Paulus. In the 
context no such connection is hinted, and such a’ 
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Lesson for August 30 ° 


course seems very unlike Paul himself, and indeed 
rather unworthy. : 

Filled with the Holy Ghost. Note this fresh in- 
filling for the fresh need. 


Verse 10.—The right ways. Opposite to “crooked 
ways” (Psa. 125:5; Prov. 2:15). Isaiah had espe- 
cially foretold of the Messiah that the “crooked shall 
be made straight” (Isa. -40: 4). 


Verse 11.—A mist and a darkness. Words of grad- 
ually increasing intensity. They express the idea 
that the darkness came on slowly and not instanta- 
neously. Compare the stages in the healing of the 
lame man (3:8). The punishment was only tem- 
porary, being accompanied by a gracious purpose 
toward the man himself to awaken repentance. 

Verse 12.—Astonished at the doctrine. Hesitating 
as he had been between the teaching of the sorcerer 
and that of the apostle he is amazed at the divine 
power accompanying the latter and gives himself up 
to it. 


A Lesson Outline 
PAUL THE MISSIONARY ’ 
1. Called. His own inner conviction. 
2. Separated. The outward action of the Church. 


3. Sent. By the Holy Ghost with and through 
the Church. 


Golden Topics : 


1. The challenge to the Church’s faith. The call 
to give up two of its prominent members, such as 
Barnabas and Saul, must have been a real test of 
the faith of the Antioch Church. It would have been 
natural to feel how sorely the loss of such men would 
weaken their witness in Antioch, yet already God had 
graciously prepared them for something of the sort. 
The preceding chapter tells of a rather long absence 
of these two at Jerusalem. The Antiochian Church 
was not disobedient to the heavenly vision. and its 
action inaugurated a fresh step forward in the de- 
velopment of Christian missions. 


2. God’s providential planning for his children. 
Barnabas had come from Cyprus and had held prop- 
erty there. He would naturally have’ many. connec- 
tions with the island which could be utilized in mak- 
ing contacts for the work of the Gospel. 


3. Note the beautiful way in which these Christians 
fitted into one another. God wrought in Barnabas 
and Saul the conviction that he wanted them for this 
special adventure, yet neither of them took any step 
apart from the agreement of the rest of the Church. 
It would have been only too easy for either one of 
them to regard himself as being the favored recipient 
of special communication from the Lord and to have 
acted on that without waiting for God to work in 
other minds. This waiting also must have been a 
test of faith, while the proposal coming through the 
rest of the Church was a confirmation of their own 
inner conviction. Therefore it meant that this im- 
‘portant fresh step in the history of the Church was 
clearly not the mere unguided enthusiasm of Paul or 
Barnabas, but that the whole of the Church at Anti- 
och was behind them in what they were going to do. 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS, ENG. 


we 
Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr: Howden, Mrs. 
Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an Associate 
Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you tried assign- 
ing some of the questions to different members of your 
‘class, letting them see whether they can discover the 
answers as given in the following issue? 


War great change occurs in the leadership of the 
early Christians between Chapters 11 and 13 of 
Acts? 

_2. Where had Saul of Tarsus been since his conver- 
sion and before Barnabas found him in his native city 
of Tarsus and carried him to Antioch in Syria to preach 
Christ there? 

3. How long an interval of time intervened between 
Saul’s conversion and Paul’s preaching in Antioch? 

4. What else do you know of Barnabas besides his 
work with Paul on this tour? 

5. To what was Barnabas’ goodness always attributed ? 


_ 6. In this lesson, what seems to have been the condi- 
tion under which the Holy Spirit made known his wishes 
concerning Paul and Barnabas? 


7. By what means does the Holy Spirit speak audibly 
and definitely to the Church today, making known his 
wishes ? 

8. In addition to his messages from God through his 
faithful servants, what confirmation is every true be- 
liever entitled to receive? 

9. Quote some passages of Scripture that show clearly 
that the believer may have the. direct instruction and 
guidance of the Holy Spirit. 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons fur the 

year may be had from The Sunday School Times C y, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street; Philadelphia, at 10 cent: 
a copy, or.$l a dozen. 


Third Quarter 


1. July 5.—The Gift of the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 1 : 6-143 2: 1-47 
2. July 12—The Preaching of the Apostles. 
Acts 3:1 to 4: 31; 1 Cor. 1 : a1-ag 
3. July 19.—Social Service in the Early Church. 
Acts 4: 32-35; 6: 1-7; 9: 36-39; 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 
4. July 2.—Christianity Spread by Persecution. 
Acts 7:54 to 8:4; 11: 19-21; 26:9-11; 1 Pet, 4: 12-19 
s. August 2.—Philip’s Missionary Labors...... Acts 8 : 5-40 
6. August 9.—Saul Converted and Commissioned. 
Acts 9 : 1-31; 22: 3-21; Gal. 1: 11-17; 1 Tim, 1 : 12-17 
7. August 16. Sowing and Reaping. 
(Temperance Lesson.)..........secceees Galatians 6: 1-10 
8. August 23.—A Gospel for All Men. 
Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; 1 Cor. 1 : 23-25 
9. August 30.—The Mission to Cyprus. Acts 12:25 to 13: 12 
10. September 6.—Turning to the Gentiles. 
Acts 13 : 13-52; Rom. 1 : 14-16; 11 : 1-24 
11. September 13.—Some Missionary Experiences. 
Acts 14; Ephes, 6 : 10-20 
12. September 20.—The Council in Jerusalem. 
. Acts 15 : 1-35; Gal. 2 
13. September 27.—Review: The Spread of Christianity 
in Asia. 





Fourth Quarter 


1. October 4.—The Macedonian Call. 
Acts 15:36 to 16:15; Rom. 1§ : 18-21 
2. October 11.—Paul in Philippi. Acts 16 : 16-40; Phil. 4: 4-9 
3. October 18.—Paul in Thessalonica and Berea, 
Acts 17: 1-15; 1 Thess. 2: 1-12 
4. October 25.—Paul in Corinth ..... Acts 18: 1-17; 1 Cor. 13 
s. November 1.—World’s Temperance Sunday. 
Gal. 5 : 13-26; Rom. 13 : 1-14 
6. November 8—Paul in Ephesus ..Acts 19; Eph. 5: 5-11 








The Busy Men’s. Corner 
By William ' H. Ridgway 


Fasting. and Praying.—When they had fasted and 
prayed, ... they sent them away (Acts 13:3). This 
was how the early church “started something.” Note 
the manner of it carefully: They fasted. They 
prayed. Not many of us do fasting these days, not 
even in Lent. We. know. some girls who “cut out 
candy” and some other useless things, but I note none 
of them miss the traditional “three square meals.” 
When we awake in the morning we wonder what we 
will find downstairs. We call it breakfast. That 
wonderful fast from six or so to seven or so! Some 
do the breaking with eggs and toast and coffee regu- 
larly. Others a roll and marmalade. Lots coffee 
and “sinkers.” Some a full meal. In a few hours 
follow lunch and dinner (or dinner and supper, de- 
pending upon whether you are out on the farm or 
uptown). These events take the leading place in 
family economy. Mother used to say the principal 
joy of a vacation was the “getting away from the 
everlasting ‘what are we going to have for break- 
fast, dinner, or supper!’” It is said we moderns dig 
our graves with our teeth. To the folks of our les- 
son our way of feeding would be gluttony, I expect. 
If we would fast, cut the eats to the minimum, would 
we be in a better praying spirit? I had a doctor 
friend whom politics put in jail. I visited him. “Bill,” 
he said, “jail is not half bac if it was not for the 
name of it. I never was better mentally and physically 
in my life.” Sunday is my busy day. For years I 
have made a rule to spend Saturday quietly and medi- 
tatively. Ride into the “Pennsylvany” Dutch coun- 
ties, visit country churchyards and cultivate the Stoke 
Pogis state of mind. I cut ‘out the things that stand 
for “fasting.” No big feeding on Sunday. And these 
things you read in the Corner are what come out of 
the fast and the prayers. 


The Man of Understanding.—Sergius Paulus, a 
man of understanding ... sought to hear the word of 
God (v. 7, R. V.). It is said the General Manager 
of this great Pennsylvania Railroad, upon which I 
am riding, carries in his pocket a two-cent copy of 
the Shorter Catechism. President Rea, of the road, 
who has recently died, was a Trustee of his church 
at Bryn Mawr and a liberal supporter of other things 
religious. It so happens I have letters from almost 
every President of the country’s great railroad sys- 
tems, all are men whom we might call “hearers of 
the Word of God.” That is to say, “Sergius Paulus” 
in America, in order to direct great affairs success- 
fully, must be and is “a man of understanding.” A 
man may be able to put up an impressive “front” and 
be a very “big man, um-ah!” but if he elects to be 
irreligious he certainly cannot be said to have “under- 
standing.” Why? Because, for one thing, he should 
realize that he must lie down and pass out from this 
world—and it may be tomorrow. Then he goes 
“somewhere” of which place he has taken no thought 
and for which he has made no preparation. No, I am 


not going to tell again that old story of the king’s jester 
and the cane. You tell it! In worldly affairs men 
prepare for “the rainy day,” “the time of need,” “old 
age.” The insurance man camps on the doorstep and 
the great companies build palaces that rival those of 
the old world’s kings. All because millions of men 
are smart enough to look to the material future. Now 
could you say any man was a “Sergius Paulus” if he 
does not have “understanding” to hear the Word of 
God and find what is said about that part of him that 
will not be handled by the undertaker? When I be- 
came a husband and father life insurance literature 
became very interesting reading. I liked to sit and 
hear the agent crack his jokes and show me his “fig- 
gers” and tell me all about it. I was a Mr. “Sergius 
Paulus” and I took all I could carry at my income. 
Now what a consummate fool had I been to have 
neglected that other life insurance whieh would take 
care of Mollie and the baby plus old Sergius himself 
better than a Prudential, Metropolitan or any other 
man-made affair (Jer. 49:11). (What is the king’s 
jester story? The king gave his jester a cane, “Yorick, 
keep this cane until you find a fool bigger than your- 
self.’ Years later the king lay dying and sent for 
Yorick. “Yorick, your master is leaving you.” “Where 
are you going?” “To a far country.” “Have you 
made any preparation?” “Alas, no.” “Well, Your 
Majesty, take your cane. I have found at last a big- 
ger fool than myself. I trifle only with time. You 
have trifled with eternity.” ) 


Strong Language.—O full of all guile and all vil- 
lany, thow son of the devil (v. 10, R. V.). What sort 
of language would you call that? Sounds like’ one 
of our famous evangelists who-is often severely criti- 
cized by certain for his strong way of putting things. 
Well, you see, at any rate our evangelist is Scriptural, 
One of Billy’s critics and halfway admirers said to him 
One day, “Mr. Sunday, I would be whole-heartedly 
for you if you could cut out that first week of your 
‘tearing-out’ preaching.” Billy replied, “Mr. Man, that 
first week’s preaching is just my brass band. That’s 
what gets the pool room, firehouse, cigar store bunch 
coming to hear me and gives me a chance to show 
them the way of salvation.” The other day a preacher 
I’ know thought he had occasion to do some of this 
Cyprian rebuking. He was later criticized for the 
manner and ‘severity. “I am’ directed to do so by 
the Book,” he defended. He quoted 2 Timothy 4: 2: 
“Reprove, rebuke, exhort.” A member of his congre- 
gation who knows the Bible replied, “Yes, why didn’t 
he quote the rest of it, ‘with all longsuffering and doc- 
trine’?” That’s the trouble with lots of Scripture 
quoting among all sorts of people, both friendly and 
otherwise. It’s an old saying that almost anything 
can be proven from the Bible by setting Scripture 
over against Scripture. One of these time-worn_ex- 
amples is that of using Matthew 27:5 and.Luke,16°37- 
to show the Bible approves suicide. “[Judas] went 
and hanged himself.” “Go, and do thou likewise.” 
However, the fact remains that in spite of the Gospel 
story being one of love, yet neither the Master nor 
his disciples hesitated to use the language that sizzles 
and stings when the situation demanded (Matt. 23, 
for example). 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIALS: Picture or model of a ship in 
full sail. 








OME of you live near the water and have had 

trips in boats and ships, while some of you, far 
inland, may never have seen them “in person,” as 
our radio announcer says, but you have seen pictures 
oi them. Most of our boats are now run by motor 
or steam. In Paul’s day they knew of but two ways 
to make a boat go, by sails or by man power. The 
Romans, you remember, ran their huge galleys by 
slave rowers, 
Ra was starting out on a long trip in a sailing 
ship. 

Do you know what kind of trip it was? And who 
was with him? It was but eleven years after Christ 
was crucified, and they were going out on a danger- 
ous mission, preaching this new Gospel. It had béen 
preached in Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria, and 
now Paul and Barnabas were starting out to the 
uttermost parts of the earth, as Christ had commanded. 

Did you know that every one of you who is a 
Christian has a command to “GO”? 

You may have to go far away in a ship across the 
ocean to reach your mission field, or you may go’ 
just a few miles out in your car, or your field may 
be just next door. But somewhere there is some one 
who is waiting for you to tell him or her about Jesus 
Christ and his salvation. 

Are you ready to set out on your missionary jour- 
ney? 


Mopesto, CAL. 
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The Golden Text in Song 





Romans 1: 16 


For I amnot a-shamed of the gos-pel of Christ, For it 
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This musical setting of the Golden Text will be welcome to superintendents, as it will 


make easy the memorizing of the Text by the whole school. 


as composer and pian: 


Mr. Harkness, well known 


ist, conducts a Home Study Correspondence Course in Sacred 


Accompaniment, of 80 lessons. and covering 12 musical subjects, which can be of t 


value to many. He publishes a 
3S cents. 


grea 
pel song book, ‘ Harkness Gospel Songs,” at 


His address is 1632 Huntington Drive, South Pasadena, California. 








The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 

tions for this department; one dollar is 

paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
con means that good illustrations are 
“Cbiist having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 

The Package of Dynamite.—/ am not 
ashamed of the gespel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to 
every one that believeth (Golden Text). 
A man was sitting on a pile of planks 
near the Quirinal in Rome. At his feet 
lay a large package. A couple of offi- 
cers, passing, noticed the bundle on the 
pavement. They stopped arid asked what 
it contained, ever suspicious of infernal 
machines. “Dynamite!” said the man. 
The officers jumped. One of them gin- 
gerly seized the package, the other the 
man, and both were taken to the police 
headquarters. When the package was 
opened it was found to contain — Bibles! 
“Where is the dynamite?” inquired the 
officers. “The word of God is quick, and 
powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword,” replied the colporteur. 
He was right. “Dynamic” is the exact 
Greek word that the sacred writer uses 
for “powerful.” The Bible is dynamite 
toward sin and all unrighteousness.— 
From The Homiletic Review. Sent by 
Mrs. Maude Mitchell, Cambridge, Ohio; 
and Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


When Boldness Comes.—/ am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Christ (Golden 
Text). ‘“Mither,” said a Scots laddie, 
“there’s a new mon come to toon to 
preach. Gang and hear him.” Thinking 
it strange te be asked by her boy, she 
resolved, though reluctantly, to go. How 
to cenceal from her neighbors her going 
to a revival meeting was her difficulty. 


Nicodemus went to Jesus under cover ' ple are afraid of liberty. 





of the night; this woman took her mar- 
ket basket on her arm, as if she were 
going to make the usual daily purchases, 
thus screening herself from the observa- 
tion and jeers of her neighbors. Day 
after day she appeared at the meeting 
with her basket. At length she was 
brought to know the Lord. “Ye’ll no 
need the basket any more,” said the evan- 
gelist to her, with a significant twinkle 
in his eye.—From The Christian Herald 


(London). Sent by Paul Bowden, New 
Albany, Ind. 
The Fantastic Yawl.—IJ am _ not 


ashamed of the gospel of Christ (Golden 
Text). Do not jump overboard from the 
stanch old-fashioned orthodoxy until there 
is something stronger to take you up 
than the fantastic yawl which has painted 
on its side, “Advanced Thought,” and 
which leaks at the prow, and leaks at 
the stern, and has a steel pen for one 
oar, and a glib tongue for the other oar, 
and now tips over this. way, ard then 
tips over that way, until you do not 
know whether the passengers will land 
in the breakers of despair, or in the 
sinking sand of infidelity and atheism. 
—From T. De Witt Talmage. Sent by 
Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


What “All” Have We Given Up? 
—Separate me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called them 
(v. 2). In a lecture at Mansfield, Dr. 
Dinsdale T. Young said that the sub- 
ject of one of his sermon-lectures was 
Samuel Bradburn, a poor boy, who once 
worked at a cobbler’s bench, and who 
became a minister and President of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Conference. At one 
conference several ministers spoke of the 
sacrifices they had made, one saying that 
he had “given up his all” to take up the 
work of a Christian minister. Mr. Brad- 
burn then rose, and, to the great amuse- 
ment of the conference, said, “Brethren, 
when I €ame into this ministry I gave up 
half a dozen of the best awls that a 
man ever had.”—From The Christian 
Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hemp- 
steads, Bacup, Eng. Prize illustration. 


How to Spell Separation.—The Holy 
Ghost said, Separate (v. 2). Said a 
consecrated missionary, “I spell that 
word ‘separation’ 1-i-b-e-r-t-y.” Few peo- 
Is it not rather 


what all long for? The trouble is, we 
have not realized from what it is that 
God asks us to be separated. If a per- 
son is sick and suffering because infected 
with certain disease germs, and a skilled 
physician offers to get rid of those germs 
and make the sufferer well, that is sep- 
aration—and the sick person does not 
shrink from it, but welcomes it. To 
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for Barnabas anid Saul, but that he has 
just as definite a plan for you? We often 
forget that. When we drift along without 
asking God to show us the next step, we 
‘are in danger of making many a misstep. 
, Those brave leaders in missionary jour- 
| neys were brave and ready and active in 
the spread of the Gospel because they 
were obeying the call of the Holy Spirit. 


yield to the lordship of Christ means | We can be more wonderfully used than 
being separated from spiritual disease; we may have imagined if we move as 
germs: from all that would injure and | these men did, at the call of the Spirit. 





make us miserable. Satan has a way of | 
dressing up the disease germs so that 
they look attractive; but all the time 
they are deadly. Separation means free- 
dom from crippling, dwarfing, harmful 
things. Separation means holiness; and 
holiness means health. There is still 
another spelling for separation, and that 
is C-h-r-i-s-t—From Christian Life Mis- 
sionary. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Hornell, N.Y. 


Shortsighted -Criticism.—T hey 
preached the word of God (v. 5). A 
man, gving down a street in Chicago, 
came to a taxidermist’s shop and stopped 
long enough to criticize some of its wares. 
Scrutinizing an owl, he said, “That owl 
is not stuffed right; its Read is not 
on right, the body is not poised right, 
the feathers are not fixed right; and 
if I could not stuff an owl better 
than that I would go out of the taxi- 
dermist business.” Just -then the owl 
moved. He had criticized a live owl. 
The Word of God lives. It is not offered 
for criticism, but is a guide to life and 
a comfort in death—From Christian Life 
Missionary. Sent by Howard M. Green, 
Hornell, N..Y. 


4 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast given us compelling examples of 
courage and faithfulness on-the part of thy 
servants, as set forth in thy precious Word. 
For these lives and their story we thank 
thee. May we so open our hearts to thee 
that the same power for service that was 
theirs may be ours also, in whatever way 
that power may be shown. May-we so live 
and work that others shall be drawn to thee, 
and may we stand bravely for the truth, no 
matter what opposition may be against us. 
May we never be ashamed of the Gospel of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose name we 
pray. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you real- 
ized that God had special plans not only 


| What is God clearly calling’ you to do for 
him? Are you listening for his voice? 
| Is there a work right at hand, or another 
: far away that he wants you to do? His 

plan is the only one worth finding and 
: following. Will you do both? Let us 


pray. 
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Lesson Hymns — 


“In the Cross of Christ.” 
“Jesus! and Shall it Ever Be.” 
“I Would Be True.” 

“I Love Him.” 

“Living for Jesus.” 

“Make Me a Blessing.” 


For Primary Teachers 

By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 
RED Acts II: 19-21; 12:25 to 13: 

12. 


Draw a heavy line around Antioch in 
Syria.. Tell the class that when the 
Good News was preached in Antioch 
that many people believed and were saved. 
Barnabas and Saul spent a whole year 
there teaching the people about the Lord 
Jesus. So a strong church was built up. 
It was in Antioch that believers were 
first called Christians. Once when there 
was a great drought, and the believers 
in Judea were suffering for food, the 
Christians in Antioch sent help to them 
by Barnabas and Saul, who were learn- 
ing to work together. After they fin- 
ished this service they went back to 
Antioch, and John Mark, a nephew of 
Barnabas, went with them. Talk with 
the class about the fine group of Bible 
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Lesson for August 30 


teachers and preachers they had in the 
church at Antioch. . 

One day, while these Christians were 
having a.prayer-meeting, the Holy Spirit 
showed them that the Lord wanted Bar- 
nabas and Saul to go and tell the Good 
News to people who had never heard. 
Of course, there were people in Antioch 
who were not Christians, but there were 
many who could Show them the way. 
And there was a great world waiting 
to hear about a Saviour. So the church 
at Antioch fasted and prayed again, and 
then sent out the first missionaries — 
Barnabas and Saul.. John Mark started 
on the journey with them. Perhaps some 
of their friends went with the mission- 
aries to Seleucia where they got into 
a ship. If the teacher can find the 
picture of an ancient sailboat, show it 
to the class, and pin the little picture 
to your map. Explain that it was mtch 
smaller and lighter than our great ocean 
liners. Yet Saul, who began to be called 
' Paul on this trip, took many a journey 

in these little slow sailing ships. 

Let your helper for this lesson point 
out Salamis on the island of Cyprus, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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and Paphos on the other end of the 
island. The missionaries preached in 
the Jewish church or synagogue at Sal- 
amis, and then at Paphos they held an- 
other meeting. (The class will be in- 
terested in hearing about the sorcerer 
and-Sergius Paulus, the governor of the 
island. Explain that there were many 
sorcerers Or magicians at that time, who 
pretended to have great knowledge and 
power, and deceived the people. Elymas 
made Sergius Paulus believe that he had 
great power, and when the governor sent 
for Barnabas and Saul to hear the Good 
News from them, he spoke against the 
missionaries, and tried to keep the gov- 
ernor from believing their message. Then 
Saul who is called Paul for the first 
time, reproved the sorcerer, calling him 
a “child of the devil,” and said that 
the Lord would make him blind for a 
while, and sure enough Elymas did be- 
come blind, and tried to get some one 
to lead him about. The poor od sor- 
cerer’s evil deeds were founc out. The 
governor learned that there was another 
power greater than the sorcerer’s and he 
believed the Good News. 

After they had told the people in 
Cyprus about the Lord Jesus, Paul, Bar- 
nabas, and John got into another little 
ship, and sailed up to Perga, a city in 
a country called Pamphylia. Let your 
helper use a crayon and mark on the 
map the missionaries’ journey from Se- 
leucia to Salamis, across the southern 
edge of the island of Cyprus to Paphos, 
and then on to Perga in Pamphylia. Of 
course, it will be necessary to have this 
map study learned before the lesson. If 
the drawing is a bit wobbly, why it may 
be that the ship did not travel in a very 
straight line either. 

At Perga John Mark left Paul and 
Barnabas, and went back to Jerusalem. 
We do not know why he did not go on 
with them. It may be he was homesick, 
or maybe the way seemed too hard to 
John Mark, for the life of a missionary 
is not easy. But we believe that he was 
sorry afterwards, and that he became a 
stronger man. 

If you have time point to Antioch, and 
let the class begin there, and tell you 
the journeys of the missionaries till they 
reached Perga. 

Sing, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 

Curnton, S. C. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 


The First Bearers of Christianity: 
Adventuring for Christ 


(1) in new places, 

(2) among new peoples, 

(3) with a new name, 

(4) led by the same Holy Spirit. 











REACHING, sharing, suffering, 
working, accepting new light on God’s 


we have found these first bearers of the 
Christian Gospel carrying their Good 
News to men, after the ascension of their 
Christ. That they should have yielded 
themselves in service marks them as new 
men in Christ.Jesus inideed, for we. hardly 
recognize. them..as those .same. apostles 
whose portraits ‘we viewed, in: the four 


- Gospels. {Gone are the old boastfulness, 
‘self-sufficiency; pride of race and re- 


t ligion, narrowness, self-seeking. Ask 
your . girls.what characteristics they 
would list’ for these same men as they 
are. pictured in the Book of the Acts. 
What-plainer evidence do we need that 
the divine Holy Spirit was at work in 
them’ and through them, and that this 
is literally the book of Ais acts? 

This week we study the very last 
of the first section of this book, and the 
very. first of the second section, and the 
leading human figure changes from Peter 
to Paul (Acts 11:19 to 13:13). Your 
girls will thrill to find that “adventuring 
for Christ” had its place in the ways ap- 
proved by the Holy Spirit! For as we 
pass from one section to the other of 
this book in our Bible we also pass from 
the old Jewish scenes and order of things 





truth —in so many and such varied ways | 





to wholly new places, peoples, ways,— all 
still under the ordering of the same Holy 
Spirit. Your girls are hearing this Gos- 
pel today because somebody ventured afar 
with its message; somebody was willing 
to bear the Good News to new peoples! 
To whom will they venture to carry it? 


(1) Some of those new places are 
mentioned in Acts 11:19: Pheenicia, 
Cyprus, and Antioch (in Syria). But 
notice that at first (following the death 
of Stephen) they preached to Jews only 
in those places. To Cyprus certain of 
them went again, as we read in the thir- 
teenth chapter, and that second time they 
preached to both Jews and Gentiles: this 
after Peter’s visit to Cornelius of which 
we read last week. 


(2) Then some of those first messen- 
gers did venture to preach to “the Greeks 
also” in the great cosmopolitan city of 
Antioch (in Syria), and since the pre- 
ceding statement to this emphasizes “the 
Jews only” (Acts 11:19, 20), we may 
assume that these “Greeks” were native 
Greeks of heathen religion rather than 
“Hellenists’ (foreign-born Jews). Cer- 
tainly some of those Antiochian “Greeks” 
must have been true Greeks by race, 
even .i now proselytes to the old Jewish 
faith, Then, upon that second trip to 
Cyprus, the Gospel was preached to all 
races, including the Roman _ proconsul 
himself. 


(3) It was when they ventured into 
new places and among new peoples that 
these first bearers of the Gospel received 
their new name, “Christians” — the name 
now world-wide in its use. ‘“Christ’s 
men” they seemed to those who heard 
them. Do we deserve that glorious name? 
(Acts 11: 26.) 


(4) But with all these new things one 
Person remaifis unchanged — the blessed 
Holy Spirit, who sent Barnabas to Tar- 
sus to find Saul, who warned of the 
famine to come, who appointed Barnabas 
and Saul the first foreign messengers of 
the cross, who worked through them in 
Cyprus, from one end to the other, un- 
der whom that first foreign convert of 
Paul’s' ministry was won. (Note an- 
other new name there!) And this same 
Holy Spirit is ours still, if we are his. 


Home Study 


Find and mark in your Bibles every 
mention of the Holy Spirit, in this en- 
tire section of the Acts. Read the twelfth 
chapter — the last one in which Peter is 
the central human figure. Name it on 
your chart —but not the thirteenth until 
you have studied it completely. Do you 
begin to understand now something of 
how the Holy Spirit works through and 
in Christ’s own? 

Decatur, GA. 
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Can Your Class Find 
the Answers? 


HE answers to the following ques- 

tions will be found in the issue of 
CuHRISTIAN YOUTH containing this les- 
son. The answers are not numbered and 
listed like the questions, but are all in- 
cluded in one part or another of the 
interesting lesson material in the current 
issue of CHRISTIAN YouUTH, which is 
the weekly paper for teen age young 
people published by The Sunday School 
Times Company. Classes are discovering 
the interest and practical value of home- 
work on the lesson, by having a copy of 
CurIstTIAN YouTH in the hands of every 
member of the class, while the teacher 
uses both that paper and THe SuNpay 
ScHoot TiMEs. 

If your class is not yet taking the 
paper, you can try it for ten weeks for 
ten cents a pupil, if your subscription 
covers five or more copies mailed to one 
address, by ordering from The Sunday 
School Times Company, 325 North Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


1. Is it a privilege or a deprivation to 
be “separated” for God? Why? 

2. What qualities do you think Paul 
and Barnabas had shown that fitted them 
for their new work? 

3. What official sanction did the Anti- 
och church give to their new. mission? 
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4. What natural circumstance may 
have made Cyprus a good starting point 
for the first missionary journey. 

5. How had Bar-Jesus as a Jew sinned 
against God before the arrival of Paul 
and Barnabas? 

6. Who brought the punishment upon 
Bar-Jesus, and how is God’s mercy seen 
in the punishment? 


we 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson Is Taught This Week 

Beginning: A sandwich. 

Discusssion: Name over some very 
simple, very inconspicilous (maybe dis- 
tasteful) services— yet very necessary 
— which are being performed, for Christ's 
sake; then look around and see if some 
of these are going undone, because of 
the lack of volunteers. 

Objective: Rather 
nothing. 


a sandwich than 














AY, fellows, you see sometimes on 

the sidewalks of cities, the “sand- 
wich man,” With two boards strapped 
on, one in front and one behind, adver- 
tising something (usually a restaurant), 
he presents a lowly figure, as he ambles 
along in the crowd, pausing on this cor- 
ner or that, as though with no particular 
destination — his personality completely 
lost between two billboards. He is. just 
a slightly animated signpost. I some- 
times think I detect a kind of humilia- 
tion in the sandwich man’s face; prob- 
ably a man who has seen better days, 
now reduced to such a job, to get a 
meal at the restaurant. 

Two things are reminding me at this 
moment of the sandwich man. One is 
the setting out ‘of Paul and Barnabas, 
attended by John Mark, on the first mis- 
sionary journey; the other is a story I 
have just read in a most helpful little 
periodical_ named “Just a Word,” sent 
a by Dr. Pettingill; from Wilmington, 

el. 

The story is about a sandwich man, 
and what came of his sandwiching. When 
Mr. Moody was conducting one of his 
great soul-stirring meetings in Chicago 
some years ago, a young Swede ¢ame un- 
der the power of the Hoty S#irit and 
was converted. He felt so keenly his 
great debt to Jesus Christ that he wanted 
to “do something” for him. He was 
awkward and a foreigner, so it was dif- 
cult to find how he might serve. Finally 
Mr. Moody asked him how he would 
like to be a sandwich. “Anything for 
Jesus,” replied the Swede. So two sign- 
boards were painted, and by straps they 
were hung across his shoulders. On one 
was printed, in bold letters, the words 
of John 3: 16; on the other, an invitation 
to the Moody meeting, stating time and 
place. Thus the sandwich walked up and 
down Wells, Chicago Avenue, and Clark 
— back and forth, up and down. Street 
boys followed him and jeered, even threw 
mud and stones at the boards; but the 
sandwich patiently smiled and walked, up 
and down. His Lord had been buffeted 
that way; why not he? 

A traveling salesman, seeing «the sand- 
wich, and the boys taunting, looked at 
the sign to see what it was all about. He 
had heard of Mr. Moody, and decided to 
go to the meeting, perhaps as much out 
of.curiosity as for any other reason. He 
was converted there. He had a good 
voice; had been singing in the pool rooms 
and saloons. Now he dedicated it to 
his new found Saviour, and began singing 
in the rescue missions. 

One night in the Bowery Mission of 
New York City, he had just sung a 
Gospel solo, and a young Jew who had 
dropped in to hear the music had seemed 
to grow quite restless and was making 
his way out of the mission. The singer 
went down through a side door and in- 
tercepted him. The Jew was brought 
under conviction, was saved, and after- 
ward became a missionary to Morocco, 
where God greatly blessed his ministry 
to his own people in that land. His 
name is Nathan. 

He told this story one Sunday morn- 
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RALLY DAY SUPPLI 


INVITATIONS 


20 cents a dozen, $1.25 a hundred 








THE invitations, two of which are illustrated here, 

are the usual post card size, and may be convenient- 

ly sent through the mail. The appropriate designs are 

printed in colors on white stock. On the back of the 

card is a well worded invitation. 

No. 1085. When this card is held level with the eye 
the message can be easily read. 

No. 1086. For the Nursery Group or Cradle Roll. 

No. 1087. For the Beginners Department 

No, 1088, For the Primary Department. 

No. 1089. For the pre Departhent. 

No. 1ogo. For the Young People. 

No. rogt. For Intermediates and Seniors. 

No. 1092 No. 1092. For Adults or a general invitation. 


SOUVENIRS 


$1.00 a hundred 
THE use of souvenirs will 
give publicity to your church 
school activities, and other 
students will be influenced to 
come when they see the souve- 
nirs being worn. 








May we send 
you a copy of our 
1931 Rally Day 
Circular ? 








FOR THE OFFERING 


Rally Day Envelope. Appropriate design, in 
colors on good stock. 40 cents a hundred ; $3.50 
a thousand. 


Special Offering Envelope, with slot open- 
ing, $1.50 a hundred. 


My Jewel Box. g§ cents each; $3.50 a hun- 
dred; delivery extra. Made of heavy cardboard 
with tin tops and bottoms. The design represents 
Mary anointing the feet_of Jesfls, and is printed in 
four colors 











WESTMINSTER PRESS 


PHILADELPHIA NEW YOR CH GO NASHVILLE 
Witherspoon Building 156 Fifth Avenue 216 S. Wabash Avenue 711 Church Street 
PITTSBURGH ST. LOUIS SAN FRANCISCO Address the Store 


Granite Building 914 Pine Street 234 McAllister Street Nearest You 


















SAFE INCOME FOR LIFE ...... 
Mrs. B. E. M. 
of New York 


“*I am happy to know 
that as long as I live I 


Happy 
Christian 2°25 


Annuitants 











2 xx : Se) 
These are actual photographs of a ANNUITY PROMPTLY PAID .... 
few of hundreds of men and women a Reson ve . 
who have written words of praise The Rev. H. K. S. 
fov the annuity plan that helps of California 
distribute the Word of God. “I enjoya liberal rate, 
and the annuity checks 
come twice a year, 
always promptly 


You, too, if you want 


to give to the cause of Scrip- 
ture distribution but require 4 Great CONVENIENCE ...... 
some return fromyourgiftdur- sy. £. P. B. 







ing your lifetime, will find the “The Pie Ln con 
American Bible Society’s annu- 


and convenient in- 
ity plan eminently satisfactory. md 
Its safety is guaranteed by the 
substantial .resources of this 
great world-wide Society 
which has been distributing 
Scriptures since 1816. 






AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Astor P1., N. Y. 


aid 
fo 
RY 


Please send booklet No.$4-SSgi' full informa-° AND 
tion on the of the America: jety. It 
te understood sanelg piaw or ate a AS HIGH AS 
Name _ — 





Street 





Q bo, 





City. State 
Be Sure to Fill in Clearly: Your Name and Complete Address 
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ing, while preaching in a St. Louis 
church on “The Hidden Minister.” Mr. 
Moody has long since ceased to preach 
—in the flesh, the sandwich man lies 
buried in an unknown grave in Chicago, 
the traveling man has also gone to be 
with Christ, but the Jew is still winning 
souls in Africa. Only eternity will . tell 
what widespread blessing through the 
sandwich man has reached and will con- 
tinue to reach hungry souls throughout 
the world to the end of time. 

These were the links in the plan God 
had worked out, to save much people: 
Jesus Christ— Mr. Moody —the sand- 
wich man — the traveling man — the Jew. 
Perhaps of all the line, the Swede had 
the least to bring to the task; but he 
could be a “sandwich” for his Lord, he 
could put his walking body between the 
signs, and his Lord honored him as a 
connecting link. 

Paul and Barnabas, attended by John 
Mark, were the sandwich men for the 
first Christian church. It was a delicate 
and a difficult task, often full of personal 
discomfort and danger; but they carried 
on; and oh, how God honored the carry- 
ing! They rose to the heights of fame; 
but that was not of their seeking. Do 
you not hear Paul saying, “God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of 
our Lord Jesus Christ”? (Gal. 6:14.) 
That was his spirit, and he became the 


greatest of all sandwich men, attract- | 


ing people to his Master. 

Fellows, are you willing to undertake 
a sandwich task for your Lord? Are 
you willing to do something that gets 
you no personal praise, or glory;. but 
will rather bring upon you the scorn of 
the worldly-wise and the snubs of some 
who are prominent? Are you willing to 
“decrease” in order that Jesus Christ 
may “increase” (John 3:30); to let 
your own personality be submerged, 
pinched in between.the signs? Then you 
will make a good link in God’s plan, and 
you will rejoice to know some day that 
the Gospel stream, the Water of Life, 
has reached thousands of thirsty souls 
because you made a good sandwich man. 


GreEENsBORO, N. C, 


yw 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of August 23) 


1. “He that cometh to God must believe 
that he is, and that he is the rewarder 
of = that diligently seek him” (Heb. 
Ir: 6). 

2. “In every nation he that feareth [seek- 
eth ?] him, and worketh righteousness, is ac- 
cepted with him’”’ (Acts 10: 35). 

3- None, whatsoever. Even the Syro- 
phoenician woman incident (Matt. 15: 28) 
is a confirmation of the fact that Gentiles 
would be included. 


4. See Matthew 28: 18-20; John 3: 16 
and other passages. 

3. The coming of our Lord Jesus ushered 
in a new dispensation, known as the Day 
of Grace, which day now is, but may. be 
closed any moment “in the twinkling of an 
eye” (See 1 Pet. 1:10 and 2:10. See 
Scofield Reference Bible introduction to 
First Epistle of Peter; and see 1 Corinth- 
ians 15:52). 


6. The presence and approval of the Holy 
Spirit is emphasized by repeated mention 
of him. 

7. That he is usually an unnoticed factor, 
though clearly zuiding events “behind thé 
scenes,” until he makes his presence felt at 
some climax moment and that often in some 
miraculous way. Also, he works through 
yielded ard obedient lives. Notice how he 
made all parts of this story fit together, 
like the parts of some preconceived plan, — 
as indeed it clearly was,— and then made 
all the actors conscious of his presence in 
assurance that they had been following his 
leadership. 

8. Was not this the first break in that 
“middle wall of partition” between Jew and 
Gentile, mentioned in Ephesians 2:14 and 
its context? 

9. Those who, by faith, accept Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, and are cleansed in his 
redeeming blood. 


Books may be ordered through H. 
Trumbull Howard (conducting a book 
service for the Times), 401 West Dur- 
ham Road, Philadelphia. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sept. 6. Prayer: Jesus’ Teaching and Exam- 
ple. Luke 11: 1-13. (Consecration meéting.) 

Sept. 13. What Should Our Meetings Accom- 
plish? 2 Pet. 1: 5-11. 

Sept. 20. Our Share in Making Christ Known 
to the World. Rom. 1: 14-16. 

Sept. 27, What Our Society Plans to Do 
This Year. Eccles. 9: 10; 11:6. (Rally Day.) 





Sunday, August 30 


What Does the Bible Say About 
Missions? Matt. 28: 18-20. 





Mon.—Jesus’ command. Luke 24: 44-48. 
Tues.—The power behind missions. Luke 


a: oe 4 

Wed.—First home mission. Acts 2: 
I-4, 41. 

Thurs.—First foreign mission. Acts 10: 
34-46. 

Fri—Paul, the missionary. 2 Cor, 11: 


21-33. 
Sat.—The open door today. Rev. 3:7. 











How increase interest in missions? 

If all were tithers how would this help 
missions? 

How deeply are missions in our church’s 
program? 


A YOUNG woman who was prepar- 
ing to go to the foreign field was 
telling how she was led to. decide to be 
a missionary. God had used two verses 
to show his will: “Ye are the light of 
the world. A city that is set on an hill 
cannot be hid.... Let your light so shine 
before men” (Matt. 5:14, 16). God had 
made plain to her, she said, that it was 
possible for her little light to be hidden 
just as completely in the blaze of Gospel 
light at home, as if it were concealed by 
inconsistent living or by sin. He wanted 
her little light to shine in some dark 
place of earth where no other Gospel 
light was shining. 


But how may we ificrease interest in 
foreign missions in our young people’s 
societies? We cannot hope to create any 
lasting, worth-while interest apart from 
God’s Word. First, let us emphasize 
what the Bible says about the lost condi- 
tion of man without Christ. It might be 
well to use as memory verses for a time 
such verses as: 


“Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born again, he cannot see the 
kingdom of God.... Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born of water 
and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 
“as of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3: 3, 
5, 0). 

“Neither is thére salvation in any other ; 
for there is none other name under heaven 
given among men, whereby we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). 

“But as many as received him, to them 
gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his 
name: which were born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of man, but of God” 
(John 1:12, 13). 

“He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life: and he that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him” (John 3: 
36). 
“He that hath the Son hath life; and 
he that hath not the Son of God hath 
not life” (1 John 5:12). Unless we are 
convinced from God’s Word that those 
who have not heard about Christ are 
hopelessly lost, we shall not have much 
interest or zeal in getting the Good 
News to them. ; 


Then we shall want our young people 
to know what God says about our respon- 
sibility for carrying the Gospel to the 
uttermost parts of the earth. Our Scrip- 
ture lesson, Matthew 28: 18-20, will help 
here, as will also Acts 1:8; 2 Corinth- 










































































































Lesson for August 30 


ians 5: 14-21; Romans 10: 14, 15; 1 Cor- 
inthians 9:16. We shall want to pray 
earnestly that God may convict each 
member of our society of their own indi- 
vidual responsibility in this most vital 
part of his work. 


Then we must seek to show our young 
people the three ways in which they may 











Prepare NOW 
for the Biggest 
Church School Day 


Everybody looks for something NEW, dif- 
fezent, unusual for Rally and Promotion Day. 
Make this the bi day in the Church 
School, for Rally Day is New Year's Day. 
Prepare right now for your 











ROME @) 


RALLY DAY 


by ordering programs, promotion certificates, 


awards, post-cards, comp services, tags, 
music — everything you need to make this 
Rally Day finest ever. STANDARD 


Promotion and Rally Day supplies are the 
finest you can purchase. NEW —right up 
to the minute, exclusive Standard Features. 


Rally Day Catalogue 


will be sent on request. Write for it today, and 
see the many beautiful, new Rally Day sugges- 
tions it contains. Order Your Supplies Early § 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO. 
Dept. SS—815 
Sth and Cutter Sts.. CINCINNATI, OHIO 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents 
for postage tc these rates; for foreign sub- 
scriptions add S@ cents for postage. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 

paper to enable all the teachers of a 

school to examine it will be sent free 

upen application. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American ‘countries. 
include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 
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share in spreading the Gospel. First they 
may go. This is God’s standing order for 
each of us unless he has revoked it in our 
particular case. 

Then they may send. It will be helpful 
to emphasize here Christian stewardship, 
helping each of our members to under- 
stand that God holds us accountable for 
what he commits unto our keeping 
whether it be much or little. Get each 
one to figure mentally what would be 
one-tenth of their income or allowance 
for a week, a month, a year, and explain 
that the tenth may be looked upon as a 
minimum of what we should give to God. 

Finally we may pray. Give some real 
incidents of what God has done on the 
mission field as a result of prayer at 
home. Show how every one may share in 
this means of spreading the Good News. 


But you will want also to keep your 
society posted as to up-to-date mission 
Get your pastor to put you in 
touch with the mission boards of your 
denomination. Ask them to put your 
society’s name on their mailing list for 
prayer bulletins, information letters and 
the like. Many of the independent faith 
missions will also be glad to send you 
information if you will ask for it. The 
monthly department in THE SuNnpaAy 
ScHoo. Times, “A Survey of Religious 
Life and Thought” by Ernest Gordon 
will give you many interesting facts that 
will stimulate and encourage your group 
to greater missionary endeavor if you will 
but get these facts before them. 


You will not want to neglect making 
available through your society library 
good and interesting missionary books. 
The occasional mention of these and a 
brief word as to how they have helped 
you will create interest. Some worth- 
while books are: 


“Borden of Yale,” by Mrs. F. Howard 
Taylor (China Inland Mission, Philadel- 
phia, $1). 

“China Chats,’ by F, F. Helmer (China 
Inland Mission, Philadelphia, $1). 

“Miracle Lives in China,” by Rosalind 
Goforth (Harper Brothers, New York, 
$1.50). 

“Chinese Twice-Born,” by Charles Ernest 
Scott (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.50). 

bf 


Above all you and your fellow leaders 
will need to be much in prayer that God 
will work in each heart a real concern 
and passion for the lost. Missionary zeal 
must be prayed down. We may use all 
these external means about which we 
have been thinking, but unless we are 
depending upon the Holy Spirit to do 
an inner work in each life, these helps 
will be superficial and short-lived. 


4 
What has God’s Word said to me about 


missions ? 


What answer have I made to God’s com- 
mand to “go’’? 


How much of my time and means can 
God use to spread the Gospel? 


PHILADELPHIA. 





Children at Home 








What Green Sphinx 
Caterpillar Learned 


By M. Louise C. Hastings . 


REEN Sphinx Caterpillar was crawl- 

ing through the nasturtium bed of 
-Beautiful Garden. Suddenly his 
bright eyes spied the Black Ants march- 
ing up the nasturtium stems. 

“I wonder where they are going?” he 
thought. 

One by one the Black Ants moved 
across the nasturtium bed and up the 
stems. There was a steady procession. 

“Wait a minute!” called out Green 


, the 





323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sphinx Caterpillar. “Where are you go- 
ing? Is this a patriotic parade?” 


Each Black Ant replied as he turned ! 
to look at the questioner, “We're going 
a-milking, sir.” 

“Going a-milking?” questioned Green 

Sphinx Caterpillar. “Where are your 
cows?” 
“You don’t know very much, do you?” 
asked one Black Ant. “Our cows are 
under the nasturtium leaf and on the 
stems.” 

“Is that so?” asked Green Sphinx 
Caterpillar. “I never saw any cows there 
and I have bright eyes.” 

“They are hard to see,” replied Black 


heard of green cows?” exclaimed the 
curious caterpillar. 

“They are called Aphids,” replied 
Black Ant who was having a good time 
telling such a great green caterpillar 
something he didn’t know. 

Green Sphinx Caterpillar raised himself 
right up straight, for that is the way 
Sphinx Caterpillars can do, and looked 
closely at the nasturtiums. Then, as he 
let himself down upon the ground he said, 
“T can’t see any cows. Are you fooling 
me?” 

“The very idea!” exclaimed Black Ant. 
“Of course I’m not fooling you! Good-by! 
I can’t stay any longer with some one 
who does not think I know what I am 
talking about. I’ll go a-milking.” 
off he marched up the green stem of the 
nasturtium. 

Now even if Green Sphinx Caterpillar 
couldn’t see the green cows called Aphids 
on the nasturtiums, he could see that those 
black ants were all thin when they 
marched up the stems and when they 
came down they were fat. So he crawled 
up to the lines which were marching 
down and asked, “Why are you so fat?” 

“We have milked our cows,” the Black 
Ants replied, “and now we are carrying 
it to our workmen in our big city.” 

“Are they hungry?” asked Green 
Sphinx Caterpillar. 

“Yes, and so are the babies,” they re- 
plied. 

“Do you have babies in your city?” 
asked Green Sphinx Caterpillar. 

“Many of them,” was the reply, and 
off the Black Ants went as fast as their 
legs could carry them. 

Then Green Sphinx Catérpillar began 
to have a very dizzy time. He crawled 
to the line of ants that were going up 
the stems and they all shouted to him, 
“We're going a-milking!” Then he 
crawled to the lines where the ants were 
marching down and they all sang out to 
him, “We’re milkmaids carrying milk +o 
the hungry babies!” Back and forth he 
traveled between the two lines of ‘thin 
ants and fat ants until he grew so dizzy 
he could hardly see. } 

“I guess it is time for me to take a 
nap,” he said to himself. “I’ve seen so 
much and learned so much that I need 
to sleep over it,” and he crawled right 
into the center of the nasturtium bed in 


noon nap. 
DorcHESTER, MAss. 
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“Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, 
and he shall strengthen thine heart: watt, 
I say, on the Lord” (Psa. 27:14). Are 
yu in the crucible of affliction? If you 
are, accept our text as an invitation from 
him who, with infinite sympathy, bends 
over your suffering, in order to divide 
the weight of it with you. Waiting upon 
the Lord is not only crying to him and 
calling upon him. It means counting upon 
him hour after hour; it means giving 
him the burden that you could not carry 
without giving up. It is the constant 
attitude of a heart that does not. depend 
upon the more or less great hope that 
one nourishes of being taken out of the 
test, but that, in confidence and submis- 
sion, seizes deliverance right in the trial, 
whatever may be the issue. I say deliv- 
erance, for such it is to be strengthened 
and to have a firm heart, when tears are 
falling and when the suffering ts pro- 
found, in the assurance that in him all és 
well, in spite of all appearances.—F. B., 





in Méditations Quotidtennes. 





Ant. “They are green like the leaves 
and stems.” 
“Green! Green cows! Who ever 
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the Beautiful Garden, and took an after- | 





Correcting a 
Misunderstanding 


Shocking it may be; but some 
of the Lord’s people think the 
Jews are all right, that their time 
is ‘‘ not now,’’ and that in God’s 
own good time, they will be 
saved! So, no need to give 
them the Gospel now ! 


But, to the well taught Chris- 
tian, such a fantastic theory vio- 
lates every principal of the Gos- 
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There is no mystic charm or 
hocus pocus hanging over the 
Jew, that will guarantee him ul- 
timate salvation simply because 
he isa Jew! Iia Jewdies with- 
out Christ, he is lost — lost for- 
ever, just exactly as a Gentile. 
‘«For there is none other name 
under heaven given among mén 
whereby we must be saved,’’ was 
the Holy Spirit’s ultimatum to 
the Sanhedrin through Peter in 
Acts 4:12. 








Dear reader, are you ready to 
shoulder your responsibility for 
the lost condition of millions of 
Jews, because you failed to tes- 
tify to them ? 


And here we stand, where God 
has put us, interpreting to the 
Jews a genuine Christianity — 
your Christianity. We need your 
prayers, your sympathy, your 
money. The oldest people stand 
at the door of the youngest, and 
Zion calls to Columbia. 


Will youhelp? ‘‘ The Chosen 
People,’’ loved by many Bible 
students for its helpful informa- 
tion on Prophecy and the Jews, 
is sent to all contributors. May 
we hear from you? 





American Board of Missions 
To the Jews, Inc. 


27 Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


























A Beautiful High Grade 
Christian Home and School 
for Children 


HE Gmons lot Brown Schools are operating 
at Sulphur Springs, Arkansas, the Julia A. 
Brown School for Children. With a half- 
million dollar plant, located in the healthful, 
beautiful Ozark hills, and with a strong staff of 
Christian workers, this school offers an all-thee 
ear program at very reasonable cost to children 
rom six to fifteen years of age. The ideal of 
this school is ‘‘The best for the best.”” Fog 

particulars write 

THE JULIA A. BROWN SCHOOL 

Sulphur Springs, Arkansas 
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Develops the whole boy — mentally, morally, and 
physicallv. College preparation accredited by Mid- 
dle States Association and New York State Re- 

gents. Excellent record of boys in college. 
On beautiful Long Island, near New York. 

Modern buildings on 35-acre campus. 

All athletics and school activities. 
Address Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D. 
Box S, Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 

















In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the ad< 
vertisement in The Sunday School Times, 
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For Family Worship ) 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 24 to 30 
Mon.—Acts 11 : 19-30. Missionaries of Antioch. 


The Holy Spirit is a Student of civics. 
He is choice about the cities where he 
will outpour himself. Jerusalem is Phar- 
isaic even in its Christianity. There is 
no collusion beiwéen Peter’s going to 
Ceesarea and the Cypriates and Cyrenians 
going to Antioch, the former giving 
Christ to Romans and the latter to 
Greeks, but it is all working out the 
purpose of God. It was not Hellenists, 
but heathen Greeks who crystallized into 
the cosmopolitan Antioch church, needed 
by God as a new propagating center, and 
from which he was later to issue the 
Gospel to Philippi, Corinth, Ephesus, 
Rome. A generous Cyprian Jew goes 
from Jerusalem to approve and nurse the 
Antioch church, and, when more preach- 
ing man-power is needed, is guided, not 
south to get Peter but north to get Paul. 

PraYER SuGGestions: Pray for the 
Belgian Gospel Mission (325 N. Thir- 
teenth St., Philadelphia); for many new 
converts; for Mr. Miner Sterns and the 
French Bible School, and Mr. A. Van 
Puffelin and the Flemish Bible School; 
for increased funds, $6,000 a month being 
needed as a bare minimum. 


Tues.—Acts 13: 1-12. The Mission to Cyprus. 


Today’s “reading” is not the record of 
a great Gospel triumph with a harvest 
of converts, rather of a great victory 
over the effort of unseen evil powers to 
interfere with the first missionary jour- 
ney to the Gentile world. “Greater is 
he that is in you, than he that is in the 
world.” God's victory through Paul over 
Satan’s representative Elymas is a pledge 
of the victory we may have in overcom- 
ing Satanic interference with soul-saving. 
The conversion of the governor no doubt 
led later to a great revival on the island. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
New York Jewish Mission, 2654 Marion 
Avenue, of which the Rev. Thomas M. 
Chalmers is the Director; for the read- 
ing. room, Bible window, for income to 
make up the $3,500 shortage since Jan- 
uary 1; for the Rev. F. A. Aston be- 
ginning work among Jewish students; for 
the able magazine The Jewish Mission- 
ary Magazine. 
SSE 


“Christian Life” | 
Series 
Sunday School 
Lesson Helps 


International Uniform Lesson Topics 
Pointed, Sound, and Practical 
Sample Pack on Application 


Address: UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680, Cleveland, Ohio 






































Baby Comfort Is Assured if 
You Use 
CUTICURA 
PREPARATIONS 


Price 26c. each. Sample free. 
Address: “Cuticura,” Dept. Malden, Mass. 
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Wed.—Matthew 28 : 16-20. 
The Apostolic Commission. 
The Lord is proclaiming for the first 
time on earth the fulfillment of the Eter- 
nal Covenant whereby dominion over it 
is given him by the Father in the unity 
of the Spirit (cf. Dan. 7:13, 14). He 
will take possession of his inheritance 
shortly at his ascension. He is on earth 
teraporarily to assure and instruct his 
joint heirs. Human nature is glorified 
in the person of the Redeemer. All 
nations are entitled to be initiated through 
baptism into this glorious inheritance, 
and are to be made into disciples (lit. 
of v. 19), not by force but by being given 
the knowledge of this marvelous truth. 
What part are we taking in this final 
commission? 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
convalescence of Mrs. Ethel C. Tylee, 
whose husband was murdered by a Nham- 
biquara Indian; also of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wiiliam E, Hasker, m‘ssionaries of the 
Inland South America Missionary Union 
(113 Fulton St., New York); for three 
Portuguese-speaking Indians at Jarudore, 
being taught by Mr. Alex Hutcheson; 
for the work at Robore, Bolivia. 
Thurs.—2 Kings 17 : 24-29. 

The Mission to Samaria. 

The Captivity priest sent to minister 
to this mongrel breed was probably a 
calf worshiper, for he settled at Bethel, 
the old calf worship headquarters. But 
we today do need to send the pure Gos- 
pel to the tiny people oi the present-day 
Samaritans. In 10918 there were 163 of 
them, 24 men. Will they be ready to 
meet the soon-returning Messiah? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Tram Text Mission texts displayed in 
cars at Sydney, Australia, which are pro- 
vided by the Rev. Hickson, editor of The 
Christian Courier; for Gospel roadside 
Signs. 

Fri.—Jonah 3: 1-10. The Mission to Nineveh. 


It was the fact that a disobedient 
prophet had been dealt with in mercy 
that led the Ninevites: unanimously to 
believe that the same God might also 
be patient with them. The Jews asked 
Christ for a sign from heaven (Matt. 
16: 1-4); instead he gave them a sign 
from heli (Sheol, the grave), for they 
must accept him as a resurrected Mes- 
siah. Our Lord is just as eager now for 
a world-girdling, Nineveh-like revival, 
on the same basis. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for a bril- 
liant Scotch Jewish physician and his 
wife who were impressed by a visit to 
the New York Gospel Mission to the 
Jews, Inc., Miss Ruth Angel, general di- 
rector, 171 Avenue A, New York. 
Sat.—Exzekiel 2 : 1-7. 

The Mission to the Rebellious. 

The mission exhibits the patience of 
God. Ezekiel is the prophet to Israel 
in exile, to make them realize that by 
idolatry they have virtually heathenized 
themselves; and withal to preach the 


promise of eventual restoration upon re- ; 
pentance. In a degree he is a type of that | 


greater Son of man (v. 1) who later 
came to Israel. 


PRAYER SuGGEsTIoNS: Pray for Miss 
Alice B. Caldwell and other. workers of 
the Stuart Robinson School at Blackey, 
Ky., teaching and distributing Gospel leaf- 
lets among the responsive mountaineers. 
Sun.—Isaiah 42: 6-10. Jehovah’s Promise. 

The Messiah is the great Antitype of 
Cyrus (cf. v. 1 with 41:2, ff). The 
“law of prophetic suggestion” leads Isa- 
iah to speak to the far greater Deliverer 
(vs. 6, 7) and then of the great work 
he will do in “restoring Israel (vs. 8-10). 
The world is at the threshold of this 
restoration now in Zionism and in the 
increasing openness of Jews to Gospel 
light. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
twenty-five million young people under 
twenty-five in Eastern Europe threatened 
with atheistic Communism; for funds~to 
enable Mr. Dobrinin in Finland to issue 
more easily his remarkable magazine 
Vernost; for Moses Gitlin’s Bible School 
at Radost, and the work of his evangel- 
sing young people (American European 
Fellowship, 156 Fifth Ave., New York). 


























DEPENDENT— 


under God= 
on YOU 


‘ 


For forty-five years the work of 
the Moody Bible. Institute has 
been carried on by the gifts of 
Christian people. Are you ac- 
quainted with our attractive Life 
Annuity Contract, paying as 
high as 10%? You may give and 
yethave. Write for particulars. 


The MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
OF CHICAGO 


Bureau of Annuities ( Dept. S. S. 83) 


153 Institute Place 
Chicago Avenue Station 
Chicago, Illinois 


(Lesson for August 30) AUGUST 15, 1931 
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